
2009-2010 Student Organization Student Services Fees Request 

University of Minnesota – Twin Cities 

Amnesty International 

 

Page 1 of 29 
 

Amnesty International  
at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities 

 

  

 

January 23, 2009 
 

Fees Request for 2009-2010 Academic Year 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: Coffman Union 126    
  300 Washington Ave. SE 
  Minneapolis, MN 55455 
   
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:    Fax:    Email:  amnesty@umn.edu 
        Web:  http://umn.edu/~amnesty  
 

 

 
“We acknowledge that the fees committee does not award actual dollars, but rather a penny fee that earns 

dollars based upon student enrollment levels. Any differences between anticipated and actual income 
resulting from changes in enrollment are the responsibility of the 

student organization, not of the fees committee.” 
 

     Kenneth Kapphahn            Michael Groh 
______________________________  ______________________________ 

                          Preparer’s Name Here                         Co-Preparer’s Name Here 

 

 
 
Is your organization an IRS 501 (c)(3) not-for-profit?  Yes _____ No ____X____   

If yes, please provide proof of your organization’s 501(c)(3) status. 
 

Funds are being requested for (check all that apply): 

 
General Operating Support ____X___     Start-Up Costs __________  Capital ___________ 
Project / Program Support ___X_____     Technical Assistance _____ Other (List) ______________  
            
Budget 

 

Dollar Amount Requested        $  4,800.00 
Total Annual Organization Budget       $  6,078.40 
Total Project Budget (Apart from General Operating)          $  4,480.00 
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Narrative 

 
Please use the following guidelines to provide a description of your organization: 
 
! Brief summary of organization history, including date of establishment. 
! Organization mission / vision statements, inclusive of organizational goals 
! Describe your organization’s relationship with organizations of like mission 
! Illustrate the need for your organization within the university community, inclusive of how 

your organization meets this need 
! Detail the student benefit derived from your organization, whether or not students utilize 

services 
! Describe student involvement within your organization 
! State the total amount of your student services fees request. Indicate whether this amount is a 

decrease from last year, an increase from last year, or if this is a first-time request.  
! Indicate at what percentage your organization will operate in the summer of 2008. 
 

History  

The modern history of the University of Minnesota chapter of Amnesty International 
began in 2004.  A previous version of Amnesty had existed for some time, but had lost its way 
and gone inactive.  In the spring of 2004, a talented group of individuals came together to re-start 
Amnesty with a renewed sense of purpose and focus.  The young club grew quickly.  It received 
its first coverage by the Minnesota Daily in fall 2004, when it was featured for its now annual 
“write-a-thon” event.  In a write-a-thon, members write dozens of letters to various human rights 
violators encouraging them to stop what they are doing. 

 By the spring of 2006 Amnesty was a major player in the Campus to Capitol week of 
student activism, securing a $500 grant for the event.  Members also participated in several other 
activities, such as painting a panel on the Washington Avenue Bridge, tabling at Gophers After 
Dark, and sending out weekly updates regarding the local human rights community. 

 In 2006, Amnesty focused on the Darfur crisis.  We packed food for Darfur refugees on 
October 29th with Feed My Starving Children.  On November 3rd we held an event entitled 
“From the Holocaust to Darfur: Genocide in the 21st Century.”  It featured two short films and 
three expert speakers.  The event was very successful, with the West Bank Auditorium filled to 
its capacity of 140. 

 The first major event of 2007 also addressed the Darfur crisis.  In partnership with 
STAND (Students Taking Action Against Genocide) Amnesty International placed hundreds of 
green ribbons on the Washington Avenue Bridge to symbolize the number of lives lost. Amnesty 
International has a close relationship with many other campus groups related to human rights. 

 Another issue Amnesty International has focused on is torture and the rights of prisoners.  
On April 2, 2007, Amnesty International held a free screening of “The Road to Guantanamo.”  
On April 19th Amnesty International held a speaker event with James Dorsey, a lawyer 
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representing a Guantanamo detainee.  His talk was very informative regarding the consequences 
of losing the right of Habeas Corpus. 

 At the beginning of fall semester 2007, Amnesty International expanded onto the internet 
with an official website (http:// umn.edu/~amnesty/) and a blog 
(http://amnestyumn.blogspot.com).  These both have been useful for students interested in our 
group and for members sharing important information and news. 

 On October 12th, 2007 Amnesty International again partnered with STAND to present 
Camp Darfur, a mock refugee camp in front of Coffman that highlighted several recent 
genocides.  Hundreds of students visited the tents and signed petitions to their elected officials. 

 On the issue of torture, Amnesty International “celebrated” the birthday of the Military 
Commissions Act with free cake and literature on October 17th.  (That piece of legislation took 
away the right of Habeas Corpus and allowed for “harsh interrogations.”)  The group also 
screened the film “Ghosts of Abu Ghraib” on November 8th. 

 Spring semester 2008 began with a lot of promotion and planning.  In the month of 
March Amnesty worked on two film screenings.  The “Invisible Children” screening was held 
March 4th, and it educated students about the plight of child soldiers in Uganda.  Then on March 
27th Amnesty International showed a film on the human rights issues in Burma that lead up to the 
Saffron Revolution.  The film was followed by guest speaker Aung Koe from the local Burmese 
community. 

 In April Amnesty International cosponsored two other events on human rights topics.  On 
April 16, Amnesty was involved with a rally in front of Coffman Union, which used the 
upcoming Olympic Games to raise awareness of human rights violations in China.  Then on 
April 24 Amnesty sponsored a call-in day, where we encouraged students to call the 1-800-
Genocide hotline to support legislation regarding the Darfur crisis. 

 The centerpiece of Amnesty International’s Spring 2008 programming was ActiFest 
2008.  This week of events at the end of April united 17 student groups with the common goal of 
promoting political activism for students.  There were ten free events in all, including the very 
successful Justice Jam concert.  Amnesty’s main contribution to this was the “Human Rights 
ROCK!” festival on April 29.  This event created an opportunity for students to learn about 10 
local human rights organizations in a fun context with live music and free pizza.  The 
organizations involved thought it was a great way to raise awareness, and over 250 students 
attended. 

 At the beginning of the 2008-2009 school year, Amnesty International reassessed group 
operations and made some changes.  For example, officers were selected to bring weekly “urgent 
action” information and news updates.  One officer took over communications duties, and more 
formal meeting agendas were kept.  Amnesty also moved into a new office space in the 
Women’s Student Activist Collective room.  Thanks to student fees funding, the group was able 
to purchase a desk and other basic supplies. 

 After some effective tabling, Amnesty had a very successful kickoff meeting with 23 
people in attendance.  With new members the group cosponsored a Fair Trade Bazaar with 
MPIRG in early October, and then spent two days collecting signatures for a petition 



2009-2010 Student Organization Student Services Fees Request 

University of Minnesota – Twin Cities 

Amnesty International 

 

Page 4 of 29 
 

encouraging the next president to end torture.  Along with the Amnesty Law School Chapter, the 
group collected almost 100 signatures.  In early November the group had the great honor to 
attend a speech by Paul Rusesabagina, a hero from the Rwandan Genocide crisis. 

 On November 10th, 2008, Amnesty held an event to educate students about the issue of 
human trafficking.  Held in the Coffman Union Theater, this included a screening of the PBS 
Frontline documentary “Sex Slaves” and a speech by Linda Miller, founder of Minnesota-based 
NGO Civil Society.  The event was supported by WSAC and some departments.  Amnesty also 
cosponsored a celebration of the 60th annual Human Rights Day with the Human Rights Program 
and the Advocates for Human Rights.  It consisted of a film screening and panel discussion, and 
it was a great opportunity to meet other human activists in the community. 

 Amnesty International has ambitions plans for Spring 2009.  In the very first week of 
class, a rally is planned to encourage President Obama to close Guantanamo Bay Detention 
Center.  There are also plans for a major film screening, a second annual “Human Rights 
ROCK!” concert, a poetry event in collaboration with WSAC, and ActiFest 2009.  It is a very 
exciting time for this group! 

 

Mission Statement  
 Our mission is to generate student awareness and activism on human rights issues.  We 
accomplish this by holding events, educating students, and directly appealing to individuals in 
power.  Furthermore, we collaborate with other groups to strengthen the human rights 
community and enhance opportunities for student involvement.  We are a totally non-partisan 
organization, and all are welcome at our events! 

 
Spring 2009 Goals: 

!  Hold a rally to close Guantanamo in the first week of class. 
!  Hold a second annual “Human Rights ROCK!” event promoting student involvement and 

organizational networking. 
!  Screen a major human rights film, preferably with the SUA/MPAC. 
!  Participate in ActiFest 2009. 
!  Cosponsor “Poetic Assassins” with WSAC. 
!  Continue our organization’s growth by actively promoting ourselves at the Spring 

Activities Fair and other events. 
!  Continue hosting educational speakers, and writing “urgent action” letters. 
!  Continue supporting the worthy work of other campus human rights organizations. 
!  Maximize student impact by focusing on the issues they find most important. 
!  Spread our message by writing in campus publications and maintaining our blog and 

website. 
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Relationships with Other Organizations  
 Amnesty International at the U of M has collaborated with many organizations during its 
history.  Some recent collaborators include: 

!  ACLU Minnesota – “Human Rights ROCK!” featured organization 
!  The Advocates for Human Rights – their cofounder James Dorsey was a featured speaker 

for our event, collaboration on Human Rights Day, “Human Rights ROCK!” featured 
organization 

!  African Student Association – we cosponsored their candlelight vigil for Darfur in Northrop 
Mall 

!  All-Campus Elections Committee – “ActiFest” cosponsor 
!  Al-Medinah Cultural Center – “ActiFest” cosponsor 
!  American Refugee Committee – cosponsored “Camp Darfur,” planned supporter of 

“Human Rights Fest” 
!  Amnesty International Law School Chapter –frequent support of each other’s events, 

including the 1-800-Genocide call-in day and “Human Rights ROCK!”  
!  Applied Environmental Solutions – “ActiFest” cosponsor 
!  Campus Atheists, Skeptics, and Humanists – “ActiFest” cosponsor 
!  Center for Victims of Torture – their Communications Director spoke at our speaker event 

featuring James Dorsey, we supported their petition and lobbying, “Human Rights ROCK!” 
featured organization 

!  Civil Society – their founder Linda Miller spoke at our event on human trafficking 
!  Democracy Matters – “ActiFest” cosponsor 
!  EcoWatch – we cosponsored their “Green Green Water” film event, “ActiFest” cosponsor 
!  Environmental Studies Department – “ActiFest” cosponsor 
!  FACE AIDS – we cosponsored their World AIDS Day week of awareness 
!  Feed My Starving Children – we volunteered to pack food for them as part of “Minnesota 

Day of Action for Darfur,” planned supporter of “Human Rights Fest” 
!  Genocide Intervention – we supported their activism training and they cosponsored “Camp 

Darfur” 
!  Gophers After Dark – we tabled at countless Gophers After Dark events 
!  Human Rights Center – “Human Rights ROCK!” featured organization 
!  Human Rights Program – we frequently support each other’s events, support of Human 

Rights ROCK! and Human Rights Day 
!  Invisible Children – planned supporter of “Human Rights Fest” 
!  Minnesota Community & Technical College – we gave a lecture to a human rights class 
!  Minnesota Interfaith Darfur Coalition – we cosponsored the “Minnesota Day of Action for 

Darfur”  
!  Minnesota Student Association – “ActiFest” cosponsor 
!  MPIRG – collaboration on Fair Trade Bazaar, “ActiFest” cosponsor 
!  Multicultural Center for Academic Excellence – we participated in their welcome event 
!  Program in Human Rights and Health – “Human Rights ROCK!” featured organization 
!  S.A.Y. AIDS – planned supporter of “Human Rights Fest” 
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!  STAND – we collaborated for “Camp Darfur,” “Darfur Day of Action,” “Invisible 
Children,” “ActiFest,” “Human Rights ROCK!” and other events 

!  Students for a Democratic Society – “ActiFest” cosponsor  
!  Students for a Free Tibet – “Human Rights ROCK!” featured organization 
!  Students for Choice – “ActiFest” cosponsor 
!  Substance – “ActiFest” cosponsor 
!  University Pro-Choice Coalition – “ActiFest” cosponsor 
!  Women’s Student Activist Collective – they were generous enough to welcome us into their 

room and support “People for Sale;” we are planning a joint poetry event in spring 2009 
 

Student Need  
 Many students at the U of M feel a strong ethical desire to help people whose basic 
human rights are being violated.  However, a lot of these students do not have the knowledge or 
opportunity to take action.  College is a prime time for people to take social action and make a 
difference, and this opportunity should not be denied. 
 Students who do take action on human rights issues still need a network or community to 
help them be more efficient and get the best participation.  When people and groups are well 
coordinated they can accomplish much more.  Amnesty International meets this need with its 
strong organization and interclub relationships.  It also meets the first need by educating students 
about human rights issues and providing opportunities to work towards resolving them. 
 Even those students who are not especially interested in human rights need to be 
informed of the grave problems that exist, if only to expand their personal awareness of the 
world.  And ultimately, the more people know about human rights issues the harder it is to be 
apathetic. 
 Minneapolis is a terrific center of human rights activity, with well-known organizations 
such as Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights, the American Refugee Committee, the Center 
for Victims of Torture, and the U of M Human Rights Center.  It only makes sense that 
Minneapolis also has a strong student focus on human rights. 
 
 

Student Benefit   
 Regardless of whether we successfully persuade the students to care about human rights, 
our organization is beneficial for introducing students to an open discussion of important world 
issues.  Amnesty International promotes a morally aware campus and contributes to the 
university’s marketplace of ideas.  This discourse also provides a way for students to be involved 
in new aspects of the campus community.  Additionally, our contributions will force students to 
examine their values and develop their worldview.  This sort of personal student development is 
what college is all about.   
 For students who already care about human rights issues and want to take action, 
Amnesty International provides the knowledge and opportunity.  Amnesty International also 
works to maintain a strong local human rights organization, making student activism that much 
more successful.  And this human rights community is more than just an organizational structure; 
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it also provides real community and involvement that is often lacking on our campus.  Finally, 
our events are always free gatherings open to the whole student body. 
 
 

Student Involvement  
 In Amnesty International members may do as much or as little as they would like.  New 
members frequently get involved with routine activities, such as painting our panel on the 
Washington Avenue Bridge, tabling at Gophers After Dark and other events, and advertising our 
events.  Members who are more experienced or dedicated will get involved with the planning of 
events, fundraising, interclub outreach, and creating literature.  We typically have fewer than 
twenty people at our weekly meetings, so it is fairly easy for new members to take on greater 
responsibility and even rise to officer positions. 
 

 

Total Request  
We are requesting $4,800.  This is our second appearance before the Fees Committee.  

The amount requested is a decrease of $400 compared with our first year receiving fees. 
 
 

Summer Operation s 
 Amnesty International at the U of M does not plan to provide major programming during 
summer 2009.  We typically use the summer to prepare for the coming school year.  Activities 
include:  website maintenance; update listserv; re-organize the office; plan activities for the 
coming year; balance checkbook and close out fiscal year; re-register with SUA; and officer 
meetings.  This means we operate at approximately 10% during the summer. 
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Organizational Chart 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Members of the Chapter 
Members of the chapter fulfill core chapter functions as well deciding the following matters: 
- Approval of Constitutional changes   - Selecting of officers 
- Approval of financial changes   - Approval of chapter’s semester focus. 

Core Chapter Functions 
Event Committees   Advertising/Promotions            Inter-club collaboration 

- Chair     - Chair        - Members 
- Members     - Members 

 

Fundraising Initiatives  Ad Hoc Tasks    Weekly Meetings 
- Chair     - Chair       - Officer/chair updates 
- Members     - Members      - Member feedback 

President 
- Meeting agendas. 
- Officer coordination. 
- Representation to other orgs. 
- Overall chapter direction. 

Vice 

President 
- Collaborates on 
chapter 
operations. 
- Coordinate 
publicity / media. 

 

Treasurer 
- Executes all 
chapter finances. 
- Responsible for 
SSF Request. 

Secretary 
- Responsible for 
written records of 
meetings. 

Urgent Action 

Coordinator  
- Researches and 
leads discussions 
of Urgent 
Actions. 

Adviser 
- Assists chapter by 
providing advice. 
- Not part of E-Board. 

Officer at 

Large 

- Coordinates 
Communication. 
- Other duties as 
determined by 
the chapter. 

Current 

Events 

Coordinator 
- Provides the 
chapter updates 
on current events. 

Amnesty 
International 

Executive Board 
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Performance Report 
 

Use quantitative measures to indicate participation in services and programs within your 
organization. Figures should be used to demonstrate the impact your organization has on campus 
life: 
 
! Number of events 
! Participation / Attendance figures 
! Survey results or other methods of evaluation 
 
Please report figures for the previous, current, and requested fiscal years. 

 
See the ÒActivity ReportÓ that appears later in the application. 
 

 

 

Use qualitative measures to depict the evaluative actions of your organization: 
 
! Describe your criteria for success. What does your organization hope to accomplish as a 

result of its activities? Please describe goals for short-term and long-term success. 
 
 Our goals of student awareness and activism can be difficult things to measure.  One 
indicator of student awareness achieved is the number of events we are able to hold in a 
semester.  Another is the student turnout at these events.  For the growing organization that we 
are, our criteria for success are increases from the previous year. 
 Student activism might be measured by the number of signatures on a petition, the 
number of “urgent action” letters sent out, or the number of informational handouts taken from 
an event.  Again, we are successful when these indicators increase from year to year. 
 Similarly, we always want to be building bonds with other local organizations.  A 
criterion for this might be an increase in event co-sponsorships from the previous year. 
 In the long term, Amnesty International at the U of M seeks to make human rights 
awareness a constant part of this university.  We hope that the U of M can become known for its 
effective activism on important issues.  We are pursuing this goal through our constant growth 
and the establishment of new events. 
 
 
! How will your organization determine whether or not its goals have been met? 
 

We believe the best method of measuring success is vigorous discussion among our 
active members at weekly meetings.  We take the time after an event to debrief at our next 
meeting, where members who attended the event share their experience with other members of 
the chapter.  The Student Fees Request also serves as a vehicle for evaluating our goals; for 
example, in this request we have pledged to integrate a survey into at least one of our events next 
year.  Because the fees request is a collaborative effort, our members will understand this goal of 
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implementing a survey, and be able to decide if we have met this goal as outlined in the request.  
All chapter members have a voice and vote at the weekly meetings, and their decisions in terms 
of officer elections, event co-sponsorships, and semester projects will reflect if Amnesty’s 
leadership team is meeting the goals they have set forth.  
 
 
! Who will be involved in evaluating your organization? 
 

Amnesty believes in an evaluation process that considers the viewpoint of all 
stakeholders in the success of our organization.  We welcome the feedback of our own members 
and of the general community, and we actively discuss all feedback that Amnesty receives.  We 
receive important internal feedback through discussions at our chapter meetings, and later this 
year, our planned event survey will incorporate the views of the general student body.  The 
Student Fee process is also a critical component of our external review, and we make changes 
based on the Committee’s recommendations.  Our President and exec. board, in consultation 
with our members and advisers, is responsible for shaping the direction of the chapter based on 
these various evaluations.  
 
 
! What will be done with any collected evaluation results? 
 

The results of surveys we collect will be distributed to our members and discussed at a 
general meeting.  In addition, we plan to include evaluations in future presentations before the 
Fees Committee. 

 
 
 

For further demonstration of our accountability, please see the ÒAccountability ReportÓ 
later in the presentation, as well as the ÒGood ValueÓ summary.
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Amnesty IntÕl Activity Report: 
February 2007 – May 2009 

 
 
 

 

Date: Activity: Goals: What we did: Outcome/Comments: 

Several 
times 

during the 
year 

Ongoing Activities Fulfill our 
mission even 

when we are not 
hosting big 

events. 

• “Tabling” – sit at tables in Coffman to 
promote involvement with our group. 

• E-mail updates – tell each other about news 
and happenings in the human rights 
community. 

• “Flyering” – putting up printed fliers for our 
events around the U of M. 

This is a successful 
way for us tell 
students about 

important issues in 
human rights. 

Every fall “Paint the Bridge” 
and Student Activities 

Fair 

Take advantage 
of free 

opportunities to 
promote our 

group. 

• Each fall, we paint a panel on the Washington 
Avenue Bridge. 

• We also showcase our group at the Student 
Activities Fair, providing information and free 
candy for interested students. 

Amnesty has done 
this event 

consistently for last 
several years.   

February 
2007 

Amnesty participated in 
Gophers After Dark 

Outreach to the 
U of M 

community; 
raise money. 

• Participated in the Gophers After Dark Student 
Group Showcase. 

• Hosted a table of information and activities for 
an evening during Gophers After Dark (GAD). 

• Activities included petitions students could 
sign, informational releases, Amnesty 
involvement info, and free candy. 

Raised our presence 
on campus while 

earning $50.00 from 
GAD. 

February 
26-27, 
2007 

Amnesty Bake Sale Fundraise and 
promote our 

group. 

• Sold cookies in Coffman to the U of M 
community. 

 

Made over $100 to 
support our 
programs.  
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March 28, 
2007 

Amnesty  
Co-sponsorship: 

 
“Darfur Day of Action” 

 
 
 

Support and 
affiliate with like-
minded groups; 

help students get a 
sense of the 

magnitude of the 
crisis in Darfur. 

• Included ribbons on the Washington Ave. 
Bridge, symbolizing the number of people 
who have died in Darfur, and afternoon tabling 
in Coffman. 

• We partnered with STAND (Students Taking 
Action Against Genocide), and put up fliers to 
promote the event. 

Successful co-
sponsorship. 

March 29, 
2007 

Amnesty members 
attend “Rally Day for 
Darfur,” sponsored by 

African Student 
Association 

Support the 
endeavors of like-
minded groups. 

• Rally to raise awareness for the situation in the 
Darfur region of Sudan. 

• Included candles on the Northrop Mall. 
 

Approximately 75 
attendees (but this 
was not sponsored 

by Amnesty) 

April 2, 
2007 

Film Event: 
 

Amnesty Presents: 
“The Road to 
Guantanamo” 

 
 

Raise awareness 
about U.S. 

policies on torture 
in Guantanamo 

Bay, Cuba. 

• Screened the film “The Road to Guantanamo,” 
a story of three British nationals who were 
detained without charge for three years by the 
U.S. Government. 

• The film had won the 2006 Berlin Film 
Festival Award for Best Director. 

• The event included free coffee and cookies, a 
post-film discussion, and fliers of information 
about the actions of the U.S. in Guantanamo. 

Approximately 40 
attendees in the West 

Bank Auditorium. 

April 9-13, 
2007 

Amnesty  
Co-sponsorship: 

 
“Campus to Capitol” 

Week of Activism 

Support large-
scale student 
activism and 

affiliate with like-
minded groups. 

• Amnesty co-sponsored the annual “Campus to 
Capitol Week,” a week of student activism at 
the state capitol. 

• Our logo is on the poster advertising the week. 

 

April 13, 
2007 

Activism Training with 
Genocideintervention.net  

at St. Thomas. 

Community 
involvement. 

• Take advantage of leadership training relevant 
to student groups focused on student activism 
and campus awareness. 

Est. 30 attendees 
(not an Amnesty 
sponsored event) 



2009-2010 Student Organization Student Services Fees Request 

University of Minnesota – Twin Cities 

Amnesty International 

 

Page 13 of 29 
 

April 19, 
2007 

Speaker Event: 
 

Amnesty Presents:  
“Torture in the Land of 
the Free” with James 

Dorsey 

Expose U of M 
community to 

people who are at 
the forefront of 

the ongoing 
debate over torture 

and detention in 
the War on Terror.  

• Featured James Dorsey, a lawyer who has 
represented U.S. Detainees in Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, and co-founded Minnesota 
Advocates for Human Rights. 

• Also featured:  Holly Ziemer, 
Communications Director for the Center of 
Victims of Torture. 

• The event included free coffee and cookies, 
and fliers that provided attendees with more 
information about U.S. policies on torture. 

Approximately 45 
attendees. 

Summer 
2007 

Preparation for 
upcoming school 

Get organized and 
maximize our 
resources for a 

successful school 
year. 

• Launched website to promote our group.  
http://umn.edu/~amnesty now provides 
information about our activities and 
involvement opportunities, and a system for 
feedback. 

• Cleaned out our office.  We re-organized our 
files and sorted our records to improve our 
accountability. 

• Updated our listserv to communicate more 
effectively with our membership base. 

New members have 
commented that they 

used the website, 
and our neighbors in 

Coffman surely 
appreciate our 
cleaner office. 

September 
2007 

Launched a Blog 
 

 
 
 

Provide a forum 
for group 

communication 
and discussion of 

issues. 

• Launched a blog for group communication. 
• Post meeting minutes, reminders, human rights 

news, and other info on the site. 
• Visit our blog at 

http://www.amnestyumn.blogspot.com  

This will be an 
ongoing project for 

Amnesty. 
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October 
12, 2007 

Amnesty  
Co-sponsorship:   

 
“Camp Darfur” 

Collaborate with 
like-minded 

groups, and urge 
political action. 

• Set-up a mock refugee camp in front of 
Coffman Union. 

• Help students understand that over 400,000 
people have been killed in the Darfur 
genocide. 

• Collaborated with STAND, Genocide 
Intervention. 

• Event was highlighted by a full-length article 
in the Minnesota Daily, and Amnesty’s 
President was interviewed at length (see 
attached article). 

Addressed local and 
national politicians.  
311 signatures were 

collected to urge 
action on the issue of 

genocide. 

October 
13, 2007 

Amnesty participated in 
Gophers After Dark 

Outreach to the 
U of M 

community; 
raise money. 

• Participated in the Gophers After Dark Student 
Group Showcase. 

• Hosted a table of information and activities for 
an evening during Gophers After Dark (GAD). 

• Activities included petitions students could 
sign, informational releases, Amnesty 
involvement info, and free candy. 

Raised our presence 
on campus while 

earning $50.00 from 
GAD. 

October 
17, 2007 

Amnesty Presents:  
 

“Military Commissions 
Act Birthday Party” 

Raise awareness 
of legislation 

passed by the U.S. 
government. 

• Hosted a mock birthday party for the 
anniversary of a law passed by Congress that 
relates to the detention of suspected terrorists. 

• Provided free cake and other potpourri in front 
of Coffman. 

• Funded entirely through a grant internal to the 
U of M (written by us). 

We combined the 
fun of a birthday 
party with short 

informational fliers 
about the Military 
Commissions Act. 
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November 
8, 2007 

Amnesty Presents: 
 

Film Event: 
“Ghosts of Abu Ghraib” 

Teach the U of M 
community about 
the actions of the 
U.S. Government 

in Iraq. 

• Screened an Emmy Award winning HBO 
documentary that examined torture that 
occurred in the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq. 

• This event included coffee and cookies for all 
attendees, a post-movie discussion, and fliers 
about torture. 

• Like all Amnesty Events – Free! 

Approximately 30 
attendees. 

December 
1, 2007 

Amnesty Co-
sponsorship: 

“FACE AIDS’ World 
Aids Day Week of 

Action” 

Support and 
affiliate with like-
minded groups. 

• An event Amnesty co-sponsored.  

December 
23, 2007 

Benefit Concert at Triple 
Rock 

Raise money and 
get our name out. 

• A collaborative concert that raised money for 
our chapter of Amnesty International and the 
American Refugee Committee. 

Earned $80 to 
support our general 
chapter operations. 

January 26, 
2008 

Minneapolis Community 
& Technical College 

Lecture 

Educate the 
community about 

the work of 
Amnesty 

International. 

• Presented to a human rights class 
• We covered the history of Amnesty 

International and our chapter’s work 

Earned $75 
 

About 35 attendees. 

February 
23, 2008 

Amnesty participated in 
Gophers After Dark 

Outreach to the 
U of M 

community; 
raise money. 

• Participated in the Gophers After Dark Student 
Group Showcase. 

• Hosted a table with human rights information 
and activities. 

• Activities included “urgent action” letter 
writing, petitions students could sign, Amnesty 
involvement information, and free candy. 

Raised our presence 
on campus while 

earning $50.00 from 
GAD. 
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March 4, 
2008 

Amnesty  
Co-sponsorship: 

“Invisible Children film 
screening” 

Teach the U of M 
community about 

the problem of 
child solders in 

Uganda. 

• Film screening followed by a speech by a 
representative from the Invisible Children 
Foundation. 

• Collaborated with STAND. 
• There were refreshments from Lucky Dragon 

Restaurant. 

About 20 attendees. 
 

March 15, 
2008 

Amnesty  
Co-sponsorship: 

“International Women’s 
Day Celebration” 

Outreach to the U 
of M community; 

promoting 
women’s rights 

issues. 

• Hosted a table with information about 
women’s rights issues and our chapter. 

• Activities included “urgent action” letter 
writing and petitions. 

• Collaborated with The Advocates for Human 
Rights 

 

March 27, 
2008 

Amnesty Presents:  
 

“Human Rights in 
Burma Film Screening” 

Raise student 
awareness of 
human rights 

abuses in Burma. 

• Showed a series of short films on the Burma’s 
human rights problems that led up to the 
Saffron Revolution. 

• Guest speaker Aung Koe from Community 
Improvement & Development MN spoke 
about his experiences in Burma. 

About 15 attendees. 

April 16, 
2008 

Amnesty  
Co-sponsorship: 

  
“Human Rights Torch 

Relay” 

Raise student 
awareness of 
human rights 

abuses in China. 

• Rally in front of Coffman Union, using the 
Olympics to draw attention to China’s human 
rights violations. 

• Seven speakers from various organizations, 
including U of M professors. 

At least 100 people 
involved. 

April 19, 
2008 

Amnesty members 
attend “The Visitor” film 

opening for free 

Understand the 
struggles of 
immigration. 

• A promoter offered us free tickets, so several 
members were able to see this very relevant 
film. 
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April 22, 
2008 

Bake Sale Raise funds for 
Human Rights 

Rock event. 

• Sold delicious baked goods on the Washington 
Ave Bridge. 

• Also used the event to promote ActiFest week. 

We made a modest 
profit but decided to 

use other fund-
raisers in the future. 

April 24, 
2008 

Amnesty  
Co-sponsorship: 

“1-800-Genocide Call in 
Day” 

Help students 
directly lobby 

their 
representatives. 

• Collaborated with Amnesty International Law 
School Chapter. 

• Allowed students to call 1-800-Genocide, a 
hotline to lobby their representatives for action 
on genocide issues. 

 

April 28 – 
May 3, 
2008 

Amnesty Co-
sponsorship: 

“ActiFest 2008” 
(Previously Campus to 

Capitol week) 

Promote student 
activism on a 

variety of issues; 
collaborate with 
campus groups. 

• 17 student groups were involved. 
• 10 free events were held on campus, including 

the Justice Jam concert featuring Heiruspecs 
and White Light Riot. 

• By collaborating, our events became much 
more successful that they could have been 
individually. 

The week was 
extremely 

successful, with 
thousands of 

students involved! 

April 28, 
2008 

Amnesty  
Co-sponsorship: 

“FREEZE for Peace in 
Darfur” 

Raise student 
awareness of the 
crisis in Darfur; 

promote activism. 

• Collaborated with STAND. 
• A group of people in Coffman Union 

simultaneously froze in place, for several 
minutes.  At the end there was a message 
about the Darfur crisis and people were 
encouraged to call the 1-800-Genocide hotline. 

About 60 persons 
were involved. 
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April 29, 
2008 

Amnesty Presents:  
 

“Human Rights ROCK!” 

Provide a fun way 
for students to 

learn about 
community human 

rights orgs. 

• Ten human rights organizations were 
involved: The Advocates for Human Rights, 
the Human Rights Center, the Human Rights 
Program, the Program in Human Rights and 
Health, The Center for Victims of Torture, the 
ACLU, Students for a Free Tibet, Law School 
Amnesty, STAND, and U of M Amnesty. 

• Live music by ComoSapiens and Aaron Rice. 
• Pizza provided to participants. 

Very successful!   
At least 250 people 

attended. 

August 19, 
2008 

New office! 
We move into WSAC. 

This space will 
better facilitate 
our meetings. 

• Move our old supplies, purchase new 
equipment, and set it all up. 

The new space has 
been ideal for 

meetings and work. 

August 26, 
2008 

Welcome Event with 
The Multicultural Center 
for Academic Excellence 

Promote our 
organization to 

new multicultural 
students. 

• We table with information about our group 
and the issues that are important to us. 

About 35 new 
members sign up for 
emails.  We have a 
great turnout at the 
kickoff meeting. 

September 
9, 2008 

Tabling to promote 
kickoff meeting 

Promote our 
organization to 
new students, 

educate students 
about genocide. 

• We table with information about our group 
and the issues that are important to us. 

• Activities included “urgent action” letter 
writing and petitions. 

About 20 new 
members sign up for 
emails.  We have a 
great turnout at the 
kickoff meeting. 

October 
13, 2008 

Amnesty Co-
sponsorship: 

“Fair Trade Bazaar” 

Educate students 
about how fair 

trade connects to 
human rights. 

• We collaborated with MPIRG and several 
local fair trade businesses. 

• Free coffee was provided! 

Over 50 attendees. 
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October 14 
& 16, 2008 

Petition to ban Torture Supported the 
petition, raised 

awareness of the 
issue. 

• We gathered signatures for a petition for the 
next president to ban torture. 

• This supported a campaign by the Center for 
Victims of Torture. 

• We collaborated with the Law School chapter. 

We gathered almost 
100 signatures. 

November 
3, 2008 

“An evening with Paul 
Rusesabagina” 

Learn from a great 
human rights 

leader. 

• Amnesty members attended this inspiring and 
insightful speech by a hero of the Rwandan 
Genocide. 

 

November 
10, 2008 

Amnesty Presents:  
 

“People for Sale” 

Raise awareness 
of the issue of 

human trafficking. 

• We screened the PBS Frontline documentary 
“Sex Slaves” 

• This was followed by a guest lecture by Linda 
Miller, founder of Civil Society.  Her 
organization works to combat trafficking in 
Minnesota. 

About 30 attendees. 

December 
10, 2008 

Amnesty Co-
sponsorship: 

“Human Rights Day 60th 
Anniversary” 

This was a great 
opportunity to 

unite with other 
organizations and 
celebrate human 

rights. 

• We cosponsored with the Human Rights 
Program and the Advocates for Human Rights. 

• Film screening of “A Promise to the Dead” 
followed by a panel discussion on human 
rights heroism. 

Over 50 attendees. 
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Planned 
January 22, 

2009 

Amnesty Presents:  
“Rally for Closing 

Guantanamo” 

Raise awareness 
of human rights 
issues facing the 

Obama 
administration. 

• We will gather in front of Coffman Union for 
a rally with signs. 

• We will have a related petition for students to 
sign. 

 

About 100 people 
anticipated. 

Planned 
February 

2009 

Amnesty Presents:  
“Film Screening TBD” 

Expose students to 
an important issue 
via entertainment. 

• We will screen a well-known film related to 
human rights. 

• This will be in the Coffman Union theater in 
the evening. 

 

About 60 people 
anticipated 

Planned 
March 
2009 

Amnesty Presents:  
“Second annual  

Human Rights ROCK!” 

Provide a fun way 
for students to 

learn about 
community human 

rights orgs. 

• We will again have great music and food. 
• This year’s event will take place at the 

Dinkytowner. 
 

About 250 people 
anticipated. 

Planned 
April 2009 

Amnesty Co-
sponsorship: 

“Poetic Assassins” 

Use art to promote 
human rights and 
women’s rights. 

• The Poetic Assassins fuse spoken word, 
experimental theater, and activist training. 

About 100 people 
anticipated. 

Planned 
May 2009 

Amnesty Co-
sponsorship:  

“ActiFest 2009” 

Promote student 
activism on a 

variety of issues; 
collaborate with 
campus groups. 

• Even more groups and events than last year! Over 1000 people 
anticipated 

throughout the week. 
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Amnesty International 
at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial Responsibility  
 

• Our fees request for this year is $400 less than it was last year. 
 

In 2008, we were awarded $5,200 in Student Fees.  For 2009, we have reduced 
our request to $4,800.  This is a real dollar decrease in funding that is approximately 8% 
of our budget.   
 

There are several reasons we are able to make this decrease without 
compromising the quality of our programs.  First, this is our first year receiving student 
services fees.  Our experience with fees allows us to use our money more wisely without 
asking for a funding increase.  Second, we succeeded in building up our reserves to a 
proper level.  This was part of our fiscal plan, and with the support of last year’s 
Committee, we now have the necessary 10% reserve.  Third, we have continued to keep 
our overhead costs low. 
 

 
• We are using an anticipated budget surplus to decrease our funding request.  

 
Our fiscal page shows that we are likely to end the 07-08 school year with 

reserves that exceed 10% of our operating budget.  Note that 10% of our operating budget 
is approximately $590, and we anticipate ending the year with $728.40.  According to the 
guideline on Fees reserves: 
 
Any amount in excess of 10 percent would be used to reduce the next operating budget. 
 

These instructions are exactly what we propose.  Instead of spending our excess 
funds unnecessarily, we have simply used them to reduce our reliance on Student Fees 
for next year.    

 
 

Accountability 
Report 
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Responsiveness to  Fees Committee rec ommendations  
 

Here is a copy of the 2008 Fees Committee rationale for Amnesty.  Below the rationale is 
an explanation of how we have followed the recommendations of the Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Student Surveys. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amnesty takes the comments of the Fees Committee seriously.  Last year’s Committee 
commented that we had good plans in place to engage the entire University community.  We will 
continue to be worthy of this recognition in the coming year.  For example, in the “Relationship 
to other organizations” section of our narrative, you will see that we have found new 
collaborators to enhance our benefit to the student community.  In our “Activity Report,” you 
will notice that we have been responsible for planning and co-sponsoring a wide variety of 
events, designed to appeal to many different interests. 
 

 
The Fees Committee also recommended that we further improve our documentation of 

funding and event attendance.  During our budget presentation, the Committee focused on two 
elements in making this recommendation.  Here they are, along with our responses: 
 

• Reporting of in-kind income and expenses.  Amnesty is sometimes able to secure non-
monetary donations for its events.  The Committee asked to see a dollar figure for this 
type of support. 

 
- How we responded:  see our fiscal pages, where we show that $418.23 was the 

amount of in-kind donations we received last year. 
 

 

Organization Name:   Amnesty International 

Amount Requested:  $5,200  Amount Approved:  $5,200 

Committee Vote:   9 in favor, 0 against, 0 abstaining 

 

Majority Rationale: 

The Student Services Fees Committee voted to approve the award of $5,200.  The 
committee felt that this organization did an excellent job of explaining how the funds 
would be used in a way that is beneficial to the University as a whole, with plans for 
events and ways to get the entire community involved. 
 
General Recommendations/Comments: 

The Student Services Fees Committee recommends that this organization document all 
funding and expenses as well as event attendance numbers for future requests for student 
fees funding. 
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• Event attendance.  The Committee asked to see more information on our attendance 
numbers for major events. 

 
- How we responded:  See our “Activity Report,” where we have included all of 

this information for the past several years, as well as our estimate for Spring 
2009. 

 
 

Gauging Student Interest  
 

During last year’s presentation, we spoke of implementing an event survey to provide 
more information about the interest in our programs.  Below is an exact reproduction of the plan 
we gave to last year’s Fees Committee: 
 
 

From the 2008 Fees Request: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Event Survey for 
Attendees. 

Next year, we would like to survey the 
attendees of at least one of our major events.  
We have strong anecdotal evidence that we 

provide meaningful engagement for students 
on campus, and want to quantify this assertion 

with a survey.  We will focus the survey on 
the experience of the event attendees, and use 
the results to improve our programming.  The 

results of any surveys we complete will be 
shared with the general chapter membership, 

as well as the fees committee next year. 

 

 

 

We plan to implement this event survey at one of our events later this year.  Typically, 
we do more of our large programming in the spring semester, so we will reach the maximum 
number of students possible by running the survey then.  The results will be shared with our 
members and future Fees Committees.  For now, however, we want to confirm that this new 
method of gauging student interest is still going forward.   

Planned 
for 08 -09 
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Amnesty International 

at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Amnesty International provides great programming and involvement opportunities for students. 

At the same time, we have submitted a low total request.   
How can we do that?  Two important reasons are: 

 
LOW OPERATIONAL COSTS       and   SMART FUNDRAISING 

 
 
Low Operational Costs: 
 

• In 2009-2010, operational expenses will account for less than 20% of our budget. 
 
• Our budget emphasizes programming for the U of M community as our first priority. 

 
• Here are some of the ways we keep our overhead costs low: 
 

- We avoid incurring fees for rent or utilities.  Amnesty has developed an 
innovative arrangement with WSAC, a student organization with an office on the 
second floor of Coffman.  They permit us to store our supplies in their break-out 
room, and in exchange, we often collaborate with them.  Amnesty incurs no 
expenses under this arrangement.   

- Our total budget is low, and we rely on volunteers.  We have no obligations in 
regards to taxes or salaries. 

- We take advantage of our association with the national office.  Amnesty 
International USA provides handbooks, information, fliers, and other forms of 
support to its chapters.  Much of this support is provided for free, and we make 
use of these resources. 

A 
GOOD VALUE  

for student fee money! 



2009-2010 Student Organization Student Services Fees Request 

University of Minnesota – Twin Cities 

Amnesty International 

 

Page 25 of 29 
 

 
• Planned operational expenses: 
 

- “Travel” - $500.   
 

We would like to send two delegates to regional or national conference in 2009-2010.  
The amount requested here will defray the cost of registration and travel.  There are 
several reasons that conference attendance is worthy of SSF funding.  First, the 
annual conference is part of our internal review.  It is difficult to gauge the 
effectiveness of our chapter without looking at what other chapters of Amnesty are 
doing, and attending the conference is a good way to learn how we can improve our 
chapter.  Second, conferences are one of the most effective ways for us to find ideas 
for our events.  The connections we make at the conference help us discover engaging 
speakers and films we can present on campus.  Sending delegates to a conference 
allows us to improve all of our chapter’s programming.  This is an increase from last 
year – based on the current economic climate, few students will volunteer to be 
delegates unless most of their expenses can be covered. 

 
- “Equipment” - $200.   
 

Until this year we had no funds to improve the equipment in our office.  That made it 
difficult to keep good records of our chapter’s activities, as well as meet the Fees 
requirement that our financial records be always open to student inspection.  This 
year, we have begun to rectify the situation with some of our fee allocation.  Our 
office space is much tidier than it has been in the past.  We still have improvements to 
make, however, and request funding to continue our push for better organization.  
Anticipated expenses include hanging files, a cabinet, desktop organizers, etc. 
 

-  “Supplies” - $150.   
 

This is money used to purchase the various consumable items our chapter needs 
throughout the year.  It includes staples, folders, note-pads, binders, paperclips, tacks, 
markers, poster-boards, pens/pencils, tape, etc. 

 
- “Printing and Copying” - $100.   
 

This item includes several activities:  miscellaneous copying costs that are not for 
specific programs, preparation of the SSF request (for example, printing copies so 
officers can collaborate), and other small-scale printing expenses. 

 
- “Other/unclassified - operations” - $50.   
 

This category covers our re-registration as a student group and the cost of registering 
for the fall activities fairs. 
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Smart Fundraising: 

 
• Amnesty will continue to raise money in a variety of ways in 2009-2010. 
 
• Examples of fundraisers are we planning to supplement student fee money: 

 
- Selling T-shirts 
 

We plan to sell human-rights themed T-shirts to our members and other interested 
individuals.  In 06-07, we successfully sold “Stop Genocide in Sudan” T-shirts to 
focus attention on the humanitarian crisis occurring in the Darfur region of Africa.  
This project raised money for our operating expenses, and it contributed to the 
unity of the group.  This is one way we are able to tap in to the financial resources 
of our regular members. 
 

- Participating in Gophers After Dark 
 

Gophers after Dark (GAD) is the late-night student-run entertainment at Coffman 
Union.  GAD features a program called the “Student Group Showcase.”  All 
student groups may participate in this program once per semester.  To participate, 
groups assist with programming for students who attend GAD.  In exchange, the 
student group receives $50 per event.  Some of the activities Amnesty regularly 
provides for GAD include information about our group, fliers on human rights 
issues, petitions for students to sign, free candy, information from the Amnesty 
members present, the human rights dart game, and more.  This event allows us to 
engage the community while obtaining money for our other work.   

 
- Grant Writing 
 

When it comes to obtaining grants, Amnesty is effective.  For example, in the fall 
of 2007 we hosted a mock birthday party for the Military Commissions Act 
(MCA), complete with literature and free cake in front of Coffman.  We funded 
this event entirely through a grant written by one of our members.  In the spring 
of 2008, we funded our Human Rights Rock event by combining our general 
operating funds with $860 worth of grants and fundraising.  For 2009-2010, we 
will continue our tradition of writing robust grants to supplement our other 
income. 
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Description of Impact at a 10 Percent Reduction in Fees Request 
 

Please describe how your organization would function should the fees committee reduce your 
fees request by 10 percent. What would be most greatly affected? Please provide specifics, 
including how a 10 percent reduction would change the dollar amounts as outlined in your 2009-
2010 expenses on the next page. 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Our fees request for FY09-10 is $4,800.  A 10% reduction would be equal to $480, and have a 
noticeable impact on the programming we plan to provide next year.  The proposed budget 
submitted to the Fees Committee already assigns less than 20% of our total budget to operational 
costs.  To absorb a reduction from our request, we would need to reduce the programming we 
provide to the U of M community. 
 
 
Background:  Our budget is already reduced 
 
In the 2008 Fees cycle, we were awarded $5,200 in Student Fee funding.  For our 2009 
presentation, we have reduced our request to $4,800.  That $400 reduction is an 8% self-imposed 
decrease in our funding level.  As explained earlier in our presentation, we are able to make this 
cut without compromising our programming.  However, a further reduction could not be easily 
absorbed. 
 
 
What would be cut? 
 
Here is how we would respond to a $480 (10%) reduction in our request. 
 

• Action:  Eliminate an event from our speaker or film series. 
- Cost reduction:  est. $300.00. 
- We feel that the loss of this event would weaken the core mission of our chapter, 

which is to educate and engage the campus community.  These events provide a 
forum for discussion of world news, supplement academic programs, and 
contribute greatly to the marketplace of ideas.  Eliminating one of these events 
would save about $300 in entertainment, food, and advertising costs. 

 
• Action:  Reduce the scope of our involvement in Actifest. 

- Cost reduction:  est. $150.00 
- Comment:  Actifest is the annual week of student activism that occurs each spring 

(previously known as “Campus to the Capitol” week).  Amnesty has provided 
critical leadership in producing the event.  For the last three years, our members 
have been involved in planning this event, and Amnesty has held a lead role in 
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providing programming for the week.  Our leadership was highlighted last spring 
with our highly successful “Human Rights Rock” event.  In our program 
breakdown for 09-10, we have once again requested funding for Actifest 
involvement.  If we needed to cut costs, we would reduce the scope of our role in 
Actifest. 

 
 
The effect on programming 
 
Below is our programming budget as it would appear with and without a 10% cut.  Affected 
areas are indicated in bold. 
 

Item: Request – as presented: Request – with 10% cut: 

PROGRAMMING EXPENSES   

Food  $      1,340.00   $      1,190.00  
Room Rental  $         720.00   $         720.00  
Advertising  $         520.00   $         470.00  
Entertainment  $      1,200.00   $         950.00 
Travel  $                -     $                -    
Other  $         700.00   $         700.00  

TOTAL PROG. EXPENSES 
  
$      4,480.00  
 

 $      4,030.00 

 
 

 
Summary: 

 
The support of the Fees Committee is vital to our mission of service, education, and action.  We 
are proud of what we have done in the past, and constantly looking to make ourselves even more 
effective in the future.  Every dollar is vital to our campus programming.   
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
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“Better to Light a Candle… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
…Than Curse The Darkness.” 

 

- Amnesty Motto 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
 
 



2009-2010 Student Organization Student Services Fees Request
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities

Student Organization Name: Amnesty International - UMTC
INCOME ACTUAL PROJECTED REQUEST

2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010
Student Services Fees -$                5,000.00$          4,800.00$        
Foundations -$                -$                   -$                
Corporations -$                -$                   -$                
Individual Contributions 162.00$          -$                   -$                
Fundraising Measures 392.50$          100.00$             250.00$          
In-Kind Support 418.23$          -$                   -$                
Investment Income -$                -$                   -$                
Grants Internal to UM (i.e. Administrative, Coke) 255.00$          200.00$             300.00$          
Grants External to UM -$                570.00$             -$                
Operation Reserves (should be 10%) - SEE CARRY-OVER -$                -$                   -$                
Equipment Reserves (if applicable to your organization) -$                -$                   -$                
Long Range Planning Reserves (if applicable to your organization) -$                -$                   -$                
Carry over from Previous year 6.53$              48.40$               728.40$          
Other/Unclassified - Income 65.00$            -$                   -$                

Total Income 1,299.26$        5,918.40$          6,078.40$        

OPERATI ONAL EXPENSES ACTUAL PROJECTED REQUEST
2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010

Salaries, Wages, and Stipends -$                -$                   -$                
Insurance, Benefits, Taxes -$                -$                   -$                
Consultants / Professional Fees -$                -$                   -$                
Travel -$                400.00$             500.00$          
Food -$                -$                   -$                
Equipment -$                400.00$             200.00$          
Supplies 65.95$            50.00$               150.00$          
Printing and Copying -$                100.00$             100.00$          
Telephone and Fax -$                -$                   -$                
Postage and Delivery -$                -$                   -$                
Rent and Utilities -$                -$                   -$                
In-Kind Expenses 418.23$          -$                   -$                
Other/Unclassified - Operations 41.50$            50.00$               50.00$            

Total Operational Expenses    525.68$          1,000.00$          1,000.00$        

PROGRAMMING EXPENSES* ACTUAL PROJECTED REQUEST
2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010

Food 30.00$            1,320.00$          1,340.00$        
Room Rental -$                700.00$             720.00$          
Advertising 86.59$            520.00$             520.00$          
Entertainment 443.62$          1,150.00$          1,200.00$        
Travel -$                -$                   -$                
Other/Unclassified - Programs 164.97$          500.00$             700.00$          

Total Programming Expenses    725.18$          4,190.00$          4,480.00$        

GRAND TOTAL EXPENSES 1,250.86$        5,190.00$          5,480.00$        

Difference (Income Less Expenses) 48.40$        728.40$        598.40$      

* For the Programming/Project expenses, organizations must provide a 
breakdown of the programming/projects that comprise the total costs listed 
!"#$%&'()'*+,)-'*.%'/+0'#1'%!2.'3,#4,!005)463,#7%2*8/'2#/*/'/.#+9:'!::'+3'*#'
the totals listed for each item. The Programming/Project breakdown sheet is 
provided on the next page and should be duplicated for each individual 
3,#4,!063,#7%2*&'';,%!<5)4':#=)'>#+,'#,4!)5?!*5#)8/'3,#7%2*/'!):'
supplementing with nar rative pages could alleviate the need to compile this 
information for the fees committee at a later date.

BUDGET
Complete the sections below, as it applies to your organization

Shaded sections are formulas and should not be changed
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2008-2009 Student Organization Student Services Fees Request
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities

Student Org Name Amnesty International - UMTC
Name of Program Speaker Series (2 events / school year)
 
Food 300.00$    (Approximately $150 / event for food)
Room Rental -$          
Advertising 100.00$    (Approximately $50 / event for copying for fliers)
Entertainment 300.00$    (Honorariums)
Travel -$          
Other (Specify) -$          

Program Total: 700.00$    

Narrative:

This project gives students the chance to meet individuals who are defining the frontier in the struggle
for human rights.

Amnesty International is known for hosting speaker events with engaging guests.  For these
events, we invite well-known speakers in the Human Rights community to speak to students
on campus.  We sometimes stage these events as panel-discussions, where students have the
opportunity to see first-hand debates over pressing human rights issues, or as Question/
Answer sessions, where our guests directly answer questions posed to them by students.
To further enhance the student experience, we almost always have additional informational
fliers available, as well as petitions attendees can sign.  This gives students the chance 
to learn even more about the issue presented, as well as take direction action.

Recent notable speakers we have brought to campus include faculty experts Dr.
Stephen Feinstein, Dr. Ellen Kennedy, and Dr. Michele Wagner, who spoke about genocide in the
21st century, and James Dorsey, a lawyer who has actually represented detainees held in
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  Please see our activity report for more information about these events.

Student Fees are essential to the success of this program, for two important reasons.
Without student fee support, we are unable to reimburse our speakers for their travel costs, 
much less compensate them for their time.  This limits our speakers to those who live in the 
Minneapolis area.  If we can offer our speakers a small honorarium, we can dramatically
increase the diversity of speakers and ideas we bring to campus.  
The second factor is concerns food.  While free food is a big draw for any event on campus,
it is particularly important for events like these, which can last for several hours and often get
students deeply involved in the issues.

Speaker events are always free, and student fees money will ensure the continued quality
of our events.  We plan to use the $700 requested to host two 
separate speaker events in 2009-2010.

ACCOUNTIBILITY CHECK:  Compared with last year, we request NO INCREASE in Student
Fees to cover this project.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010



2008-2009 Student Organization Student Services Fees Request
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities

Student Org Name Amnesty International - UMTC
Name of Program Film Series (2 events/school year)
 
Food 300.00$    (Approximately $150 / event for food)
Room Rental 270.00$    (Cost of renting CMU Theater + AV Equip)
Advertising 100.00$    (Approximately $50 / event for copying for fliers)
Entertainment 300.00$    (DVD purchasing and public performance rights)
Travel -$          
Other (Specify) -$          

Program Total: 970.00$    

Narrative:

This project gives students the chance to be exposed to films they might otherwise never see.

One of our chapter's signature projects is our tradition of screening award-winning films on campus.
We choose films that are informative, entertaining, and relevant to modern human rights issues.
The films we show are usually critically acclaimed, but often not shown in typical theaters.
When we screen the films, we must purchase both the movie and the public performance rights.
Copyright law, as well as SUA Regulations, do not allow movies to be shown to a wide audience 
without a special license for public viewing.  These licenses are often expensive.  For example,
we are interested in showing the movie Blood Diamond, an acclaimed film about the diamond
trade in Sierra Leone, but the cost of the film and the rights are $300.

We see these films as a form of service to the students, and want to encourage
as many attendees as possible.  We never charge admission to films we screen on campus.
To help control our costs, we take advantage of the West Bank Auditorium, a theater under
Willey Hall that is free for student groups.  The disadvantage of using Willey is that it is an 
obscure location on campus that it is not close to student traffic.  While the majority of our 
events will continue to occur in free venues on campus, we also propose to screen one
film in the theater at Coffman.  The $270 for Room Rental will cover the cost of renting the 
CMU theater and the necessary A/V equipment for one event.

To further enhance the student experience, we almost always have additional informational
fliers available, as well as petitions attendees can sign.  This gives students the chance 
to learn even more about the issue presented, as well as take direction political action.

Recent films we have screened include:  "The Road to Guantanamo," an acclaimed feature about
U.S. detention policies in Guantamo Bay, Cuba, and "Ghosts of Abu Ghraib," an award-
winning documentary about an infamous prison in Iraq.  

The support of the fees committee for this project will allow us to continue to screen high-quality
films that truly engage the U of M community.  We plan to use the $970 for this project to
host two separate events in 2009-2010.

ACCOUNTIBILITY CHECK:  This project increased $70 from last year, solely based on the cost
of renting the CMU Theater and the anticipated cost of public performance rights.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010



2008-2009 Student Organization Student Services Fees Request
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities

Student Org Name Amnesty International - UMTC
Name of Program Fall Kick-off (Recruitement Meeting)
 
Food 100.00$    
Room Rental -$          
Advertising 100.00$    
Entertainment -$          
Travel -$          
Other (Specify) -$          

Program Total: 200.00$    

Narrative:

An invigorated membership base is important to any organization.  We need a strong
membership drive each fall to reach all students on campus who might be interested in Amnesty.
We already use many forms of free advertising to reach the student community.  For example,
we take advantage of "Paint the Bridge," the Student Activities Fair, and e-mail announcements,
which are all forms of free advertising.  

While we will continue to take advantage of free advertising, we also recognize the need to 
ramp-up the effectiveness of our outreach.  We propose to do this two ways:  first, with a
printed fliers/advertisements during the first few weeks of fall semester, and secondly,
with free food at our first meeting.  

ACCOUNTIBILITY CHECK:  We decreased the cost of this event from last year by $100, by
eliminating the proposal of a paid advertisement in the Daily.  We will rely on other, less-expensive
forms of advertising.

Student Org Name Amnesty International - UMTC
Name of Program Spring Semester Kick-off (Recruitement Meeting)
 
Food 100.00$    
Room Rental -$          
Advertising 30.00$      
Entertainment -$          
Travel -$          
Other (Specify) -$          

Program Total: 130.00$    

Narrative:

We envision this project as a smaller version of our Fall Kick-off.  This event generally occurs in the 
second week of January.  We will use a three-pronged strategy to recruit new members:
Providing food at our first meeting, putting up fliers around campus, and using our website/e-mail
capabilities to provide additional information.  In doing so, we can reach all students who might be
interested in Amnesty's focus on political justice.

ACCOUNTIBILITY CHECK:  Compared with last year, we request NO INCREASE in Student
Fees to cover this project.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010



2008-2009 Student Organization Student Services Fees Request
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities

Student Org Name Amnesty International - UMTC
Name of Program Contact Table Programming
 
Food 40.00$      (Candy/giveway)
Room Rental -$          
Advertising 40.00$      (Copying costs and "about us" sheets)
Entertainment -$          
Travel -$          
Other (Specify) 100.00$    (Giveaway items)

Program Total: 180.00$    

Narrative:

Effective communication and outreach at the Student Activities Fair and other contact table events
is a staple of Amnesty's campus engagement.  In the past, we have always provided
take-away fliers about ourselves and current news in human rights, as well as free candy
(an incentive for checking out our group).  We already own a contact table banner and other supplies,
but we are looking to improve the effectiveness of our outreach.  To improve our outreach, we would like
to have free buttons for interested students.  Other groups in our position have found this
an effective form of member engagement.  

ACCOUNTIBILITY CHECK:   We request an increase of $20 from last year to facilitate
our broader use of this activity.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010



2008-2009 Student Organization Student Services Fees Request
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities

Student Org Name Amnesty International - UMTC
Name of Program ACTIFEST - Amnesty International Human Rights Event
 
Food 400.00$    (Lunch)
Room Rental 450.00$    (CMU Great Hall + Microphones)
Advertising 150.00$    
Entertainment 400.00$    (Sponsorship of main event)
Travel -$          
Other (Specify) -$          

Program Total: 1,400.00$ 

Narrative:

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

This annual spring program represents our largest production of the year.  For this event, Amnesty 
sponsors a human-rights themed program to culminate our efforts during the semester.  For the past three 
years, we have produced this event as part of Actifest, a week of student activism that occurs each year at 
!"#$#%&$'($)*+,-$.)/!,(#0!$120$*+#3,'40-5$6%'1%$20$7829*40$!'$82*,!'-:;<$$)/!,(#0!$,0$2$/'--2='+2!,'%$'($9'+#$
than a dozen student groups which provide programming all week long.  Amnesty has held an important 
leadership role in producing Actifest, and each year our Human Rights Event is a headline piece of 
programming.  Several of our members have been very active on the Actifest planning committee.  
Producing our Human Rights Event in conjunction with Actifest also makes sense for Amnesty financially, 
because Actifest assists with marketing for the events that occur during the week.

>%$0*+,%?$@AABC$!",0$#3#%!$!''6$!"#$('+9$'($7D492%$E,?"!0$E'/6<:$$D492%$E,?"!0$E'/6$120$2$@<F$"'4+$#3#%!$
on the front lawn of Coffman that occurred on Tuesday, April 29th.  It featured free food, free beverages, 
live music from two local artists, and information about our organization.  We provided human rights related 
information to all attendees and had several other organizations co-sponsor the event.  This included a 
showcase model, in which we had 10 different student groups, university departments, and community 
organizations offering information and opportunities to students as they enjoyed lunch and music.  We had 
at least 250 students stop by this event, and it was certainly a highlight of our chapter in 07-08.

We believe that funding this event provides many benefits.  Students on campus benefit from the increased 
awareness that is generated for pressing global issues.  Non-fees receiving student groups benefit from the 
opportunity to provide information about themselves at the showcase.  Also, with the event in a highly 
visible location, it provides a great opportunity to build the campus community.

We are still working to confirm the details of this event for the coming spring.  We do know that it will feature 
collaboration with other student groups, important human rights information for students, and some form of 
lunch.  As in the past, we will pursue fundraising and grant-writing opportunities to support the event.  Last 
year, we secured funding for this event from seven different sources.

ACCOUNTIBILITY CHECK:  Compared with last year, we request NO INCREASE in student fees to cover 
this project.



2008-2009 Student Organization Student Services Fees Request
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities

Student Org Name Amnesty International - UMTC
Name of Program ACTIFEST - Secondary Events
 
Food -$          
Room Rental -$          
Advertising -$          
Entertainment 200.00$    
Travel -$          
Other (Specify) -$          

Program Total: 200.00$    

Narrative:

Student Org Name Amnesty International - UMTC
Name of Program General Member Meetings (with "Urgent Actions")
 
Food -$          
Room Rental -$          
Advertising -$          
Entertainment -$          
Travel -$          
Other (Specify) 300.00$    (International Stamps - 80 cents each, plus envelopes)

Program Total: 300.00$    

Narrative:

Amnesty International holds general meetings for one hour every week during school year.
Our meetings include discussion, planning, and preparation for our other activities.  We take advantage
of free meeting space in Coffman Union, so our overhead costs for meetings are low.
We ususally end our meeting with a 15-20 minute "Urgent Action."  Urgent Action is part of Amnesty's
letter-writing campaign, which is our signature form of political action.  During this part of the meeting,
we review a recent human rights crisis that is of interest to our members and other students.
Using the information provided by our national headquarters, we write letters to political leaders with the
power to end that human rights crisis.  For example, if a person were injustly imprisoned, we might write
to the leader of that country and urge them to issue a pardon.  Though just writing a letter might seem
trivial, our national organization has found that this campaign has helped secure the release of over
40,000 prisoners of conscience (from amnestyinternational.org).  The Urgent Action campaign is
important because it is one of the few ways that students in the United States can try to influence
events abroad.   

ACCOUNTIBILITY CHECK:  This is a $50 decrease from our request last year.  We think we have
a better understanding of what expenses to anticipate, and can get by with less funding for this 
project.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Our participation in Actifest (see previous program) is not limited to just one main event.  We also are 
involved in other programming that occurs during the week.  Last year, for example, the week included a 
7/2+%,32-:$'%$!"#$-21%$'($8'((92%<$$)9%#0!5$(#2!4+#&$2$&2+!$?29#$/2--#&$7G"+'1$2$H2+!C$I#!$D492%$
Rights Smart."  Participants threw darts at various human rights hotspots on a map (represented by 
balloons) and had the opportunity to win prizes.  Of course, information about the human rights hotspots 
was provided as well.  This is smaller scale programming than some of our other events, and often 
includes more than one focus.  We feel it is important so that we can engage students throughout the 
week.

ACCOUNTIBILITY CHECK:  Compared with last year, we request NO INCREASE in student fees to 
cover this project.



2008-2009 Student Organization Student Services Fees Request
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities

Student Org Name Amnesty International - UMTC
Name of Program Annual Amnesty Write-a-thon
 
Food 100.00$    
Room Rental -$          
Advertising -$          
Entertainment -$          
Travel -$          
Other (Specify) 150.00$    (International stamps, envelopes for mailing Urgent Action letters)

Program Total: 250.00$    

Narrative:

This event is one of the most popular of the year for our hard-care activists, and also provides a unique
opportunity for one-time members.  For Amnesty's "Write-a-thon," we devote an entire evening to 
writing Urgent-Action letters.  We bring in pizza, and invite people to write as many letters as 
they can.  (See the previous project for more information about the Urgent Action campaigns).
Amnesty provides many different examples of human rights abuses for attendees to write about, and
as always, our members get to choose the issues that are most important to them.

ACCOUNTIBILITY CHECK:  This is a $50 decrease from our request last year.  We think we have
a better understanding of what expenses to anticipate, and can get by with less funding for this 
project.

Student Org Name Amnesty International - UMTC
Name of Program Student Activist Zine
 
Food -$          
Room Rental -$          
Advertising -$          
Entertainment -$          
Travel -$          
Other (Specify) 150.00$    Copying

Program Total: 150.00$    

Narrative:

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Amnesty International at the U of M is in the process of starting a zine, a low-budget, independent 
publication.  The purpose of the zine is to provide an outlet for student organizations to publicize their 
events and a forum for the discussion of issues concerning the students at the University of Minnesota.  
The zine will be open to any student organization or individual who wishes to write for it, though an 
editorial board will edit for grammar and check facts.  The zine should be published twice per semester.  
Costs will stem mostly from publishing, which will consist mainly of photocopying and distributing to 
students and local, independent businesses.  The zine will be free because, as an alternative media 
source, it must be available to the highest number of people possible.  We plan to have a pilot run of the 
Zine this Spring with our existing funds to see how well it could work next year.  We are planning for the 
Zine to be published collaboratively with other student organizations, with Amnesty providing much of the 
leadership for the process.  This is a new program in our request.


