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Narrative
Overview Mission, Structure, History and Organizational Goals

Founded in 1971, the Minnesota Public Interest Research Group is a grassrootsdsertedt
nonpartisarorganization that empowers and trains students and engages the community to take
collective action in the public interest statewide. MPIRG opsmatethe University of

MinnesotaOs campuses in the Twin Cities, Duluth, and Morris as well as at Augsburg College,
Carleton College, the College of Saint Catherine, Hamline University, Macalester College and
William Mitchell College of Law.

At the U of MTwin Cities campus, MPIRG was the first studanitiated feesreceiving
organization and the first, and only, to be established through a demonstration of majority
support. In the spring of 1971, students collected over 24,000 signatures (58% of thie stude
body) on a petition that called for thst@blishment of MPIRG and stated

OThe purpose of MPIRG shall be to articulate and pursue through the media, the
institutions of government, the courts and other legal means the concerns of
students on issue$ general public interest. These areas will include
environmental preservation, consumer protection, and the role of corporations
and government agencies in the lives of the average citizen.O

On February 13, 1971, MRG was incorporated as a 50143)gorprofit organization, which
operates separately from the legal structure obthigersity of Minnesota On July 1, 2006,

MPIRG changedts tax status to become a 56)(3) to better ralize the organization@sssion

and activities.MPIRG remains stricgl nonpartisan, and has never supported a candidate for any
campus, local, state or federal office whether elected or appointed; nor has MPIRG ever
excluded anyone from participation based on partisan affiliation. MPIRG seeks to engage and
empower student® work towards meaningful change on issues of the public interest. The
underlying principle of MPIRG is that students, as citizens, should have an education that
includes actual experience in recognizing, researching, and solving problems of societ@. MPIR
trains students in basic citizenship skills and specific areas of public policy while engaging the
entire University community (students, student organizations, faculty, staff, and administration)
in thoughtful dialogue on public policy issues.

MPIRG was established by students who wanted to learn about and act on the pressing problems
of the day. Part of their solution to those problems was to hire a set of experts, scientists and
advocates to be the voice of students on the issues they care abdPEI R staff gives

students the added kndvow they need to have a seat at the table with decision and policy
makers. On campus, students hire organizers to train them to investigate a problem and come up
with a practical solution. Students learn how tatstyize around a problem, work with the

media, organize their community, and take action. THIdMBIRG, students get the harals
educational experience the classroom can never provide.
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MPIRG also serves to provide training and support for students whbtabe leaders in

solving the problems facing Minnesota. This year MPIRG put on the Minnésath Power
Summitwhich was attended by studefitsm several University of Minnesota campuses and

other student organizationBrainingsweregiven on orgaraing skills, lobbying an@dvocacy,

event planningand more that were attended8®y/students.In addition, MPIRG has co

sponsored events with the WomenOs Student Activist Collective, EcoWatch, the Black Student
Union, Al-Madinah Cultural CenteMinnesda Student Associatiothe AsianAmerican

Student Union, the Queer Student Cultural Center and Democracy Matters, to name a few. Part
of MPIRGOs outreach program is focused on interacting with other student gkazrjigal

part of building strong cangigns to achieve social or environmental justice is developing

diverse coalitions of organizations with common interests. MPIRGwiiltinue this outreach,
co-sponsorshipand leadership education to create even deeper bonds with the broader student
organization community.

Students started MPIRG because they saw the solutidimtesot®s biggest problems going
unused by decision makers. Students knew then, as they do today, that the problems facing
Minnesotawould not be solved ihe lecture hall othe library. h order to have an impact on
wilderness protection, on renterOs rights, on the higher cost of education, ortemoceffo
eliminate homelessnesstudents would need to activate the public and engage citMBIRG
doesthat each day thrgin our advocacy and campus program.

MPIRGOs campaigns at the University (Renewable Energy and Campus Sustainability,
Affordable Housing and HomelessneggomenOs Initiatives, Fair Trade, Toxins and Public
Health, Youth Voting and Democracy, AffordablegHer Educationattract students with

diverse majors. MPIRG gives students the opportunity to apply academic disciplines to policies,
issues and projects pertaining to civic life. For example: a mechanical engineering graduate
student and an architecturedergraduate, both MPIRG students, designed the U of MOs outdoor
recycling container lids; a sociology class worked with MPIRG to conduct-anlmyme housing
survey; and a variety of MPIRG students helped Yale University conduct a study of effective
waysto Oget out the voteO in communities with low voter turnout.

At a time when it seems to take mogi@r candidates in order to spark a broader interéke

political arena, how does oeagage young people in civics? Aside from the power of a singula
role model or personal example, the answer comes from tackling MinnesotaOs biggest problems,
creating a variety of opportunities for involvement, and providing the training, resources and
expertise necessary to have a real impact on the issues of the day

Each year, hundreds of Minnesota students get involved with MPIRG. They learn the skills they
need to make a difference, and provide a powerful example of the importance of student
involvement in more than a textbook, but with actual problems. Inghe&lent career, nearly

every U of M student encounters our progfoften frequently. Through thatteraction,

whether itOs fage-face, during a classroom announcement, in the newspaper, or on a bulletin
board, students witness the possibility @iciengagement, they see the power of student

change, and they see student leaders providing an example of whatOs possible.
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MPIRG students work on both the campus and statewide levels. Most students first become
involved through the campus chapters. tid, through campus task forces, work on issues of
local or campus concern with fillme campus organizeand partime student organizing

interns. Students also become involved in issues of statewide scope. At MPIRGOs state office,
students direct andork with a professional staff of organizers, administratorsaaivdcates

Statewide programs are developed and carried out with the collective efforts of students, through
statewide task forces, internships, student action days and other leadershipnitmsorDuring

a given year, several programs are conducted through the state office, such as MPIRGOs current
issue and project work on DemocraBenewable Energy and Campus Sustainability

Affordable Housing and HomelessngBair Trade, OThe Vagina NuaoguesO, and Take Back

the Night.

MPIRGOs organizational goals include:

* Developing and empowering strong student leaders

* Creating a healthy and active campus chapter

* Supporting the interests of campus students

* Training students in numerous skill aresigsah as: research, material development, civic
engagement, event planning, recruitment, media outreach, public speaking, and
leadership development) to help prepare them for life beyond the classroom

* Holding events that improve the campus community

 Creatirg real and positive improvements in peopleOs lives

* Bringing the student voice to legislators and decision makers

Relationships with Organizations of Like Mission

MPIRG provides students with an essential and comprehensive experience that setsanapart fr
any other organization. There are various nonprofit and student organizations across Minnesota
where students can gain valuable skills and experience. However, most student organizations
function strictly at the campus level, and many times nonpraféarozations will delegate

students with mundane administrative tasks. MPIRG gives students the unique opportunity to set
the direction of a statewide nonprofit organization. MPIRG is the only nonprofit organization in
Minnesota that has a Board of Direct@omposed entirely of studenStudents decide the

issueghat MPIRG works on and create the strategies necessary to run an effective organization.
Through these experiences and trainings offered by MPIRG, students become powerful leaders
and are able tmfluence decisions affecting all Minnesotans. Over 20,000 students across
Minnesota collectively contribute enough resources to hire staff, run an office, publish materials,
and maintain contact between nine campuses.

MPIRG recognizes that there is arpopunity to have a more effective voice if organizations

with similar missions collaborate to effect change on a common MRIRG works in

coalitions at the campus, local and statewide levels to cultivate this collective influence. MPIRG
sponsors evestwith other campus organizations to increase student awareness of diverse issues,
and to create strong and valuable relationships with other leaders. Statewide campaigns are often
more effective when MPIRG can participate in a coalition of nonprofitsingidn similar
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issues.MPIRG is often the only organization that represents young people within these
nonprofit coalitions.

MPIRG develops leadership within students, enabling them to go on to engage their peers in
leadership roles. This cyclical modelagantees a constantly renewed group of leaders. Many
individuals whdfirst learnedo organize through MPIRG have gone on to worthanonprofit
community and within the political sphere. Because of this, MPIRG has connections with alumni
working in nomrofits across the state, including organizations working on affordable housing
and homelessness such as The Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless, the Jobs and Affordable
Housing Coalition, The Green Institute, The Sierra Club, All Parks Alliance for @ha@ransit

for Livable Communities, and the Minnesota Council of NonprofitBIRG students have gone

on to hold elected office such as, State Senator John HottBtgéz,Senator Larry Pogemiller,

State Representative Matt Entenza, or newly elected DGty Councilor Tony Cuneo. Over

the course of any campaign, MPIRG students and staff contact and meet with organizations and
political leaders like these to develop MPIRGOs role in the issue. MPIRG provides an essential
and missing link in the realm ofganizations working for social improvements by representing
the voices of thousands of Minnesota college and university students and future leaders.

In 2006, MPIRG students started a new environmental campaign, Detox Minnesota. MPIRG
students opted to beme a part of the Healthy Legacy Coalition. This broased coalition

involves more than 30 statewide organizations including the Institute for Agriculture and Trade
Policy and the Minnesota Nurses Association. MPIRG was immediately invited to join the
Steering Committee where students and staff will help to establish and develop state legislation
to protect the public from dangerous toxins used in everyday cleaning and hygiene products as
well as plastics used in baby products.

Building from the succesat the state legislature in 2007, MPIRGOs Renewable Energy and
Campus Sustainability Campaign is continuing to work with the Clean Energy Minnesota
Coalition. The Clean Energy Minnesota Coalition is a group of environmental and community
organizations wdiing to implement sustainable energy policies and practices in Minnesota.
With the help of MPIRG students, the coalition influenced the legislature to pass the strongest
Renewable Electricity Standard in the nation, requiring Minnesota to produce 25 méigy

from clean, renewable sources by the year 2025.

To aid inthe Affordable Housing and Homelessness Campaign, MPIRG became a member of
the Minnesota Housing Solutions Coalition. By being active in this coalition, resources are not
just provided taMIPIRG students and staff biitalso ensurethat the voice of the college and
university community is heard while strategizing solutionslienesotaCsousing and
homelessness issues.
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Need for Organization

1. Meeting the UniversityOs Need for Publicdggmement and Service to the Community:

Need for Organization: The UniversityOs Council on Public Engagement was formed Oto
incorporate public engagement as a permanent and pervasive priority in teaching, learning, and
research activities throughout theversity.O Public Engagement is defined as Oan institutional
commitment to public purposes and responsibilities intended to strengthen a democratic way of
life in the rapidly changing Information Age of the 21st century.O Additionally, part of the
Universty of MinnesotaOs mission as a land grant institution is to provide public service to the
community.

How Organization Meets NeedMPIRGOs current activities are already helping fulfill the
UniversityOs commitment to public engagement; we have been she/tammpus commity in

this form for the lasB8 years. MPIRG is an organization Othat empowers and trains students and
engages the community to take collective action in the public interest.O MPIRG helps to meet the
UniversityOs mission of service te tommunity by supplementing traditional classroom

education with extracurricular learning and community service. Students involved in MPIRG

learn about the various processes citizens can use to influence public or institutional policy
making, and studentgain concrete experience in effectively utilizing these processes. MPIRG
emphasizes the importance of collective action along with community and student support in the
policy-making process.

How Same Needs Are Met By Other EntitiesThere are other entifs out of the Center for
Democracy in the Humphrey Institute, namely PuBlibievement, thaactively engage and

empower students in the civic process; however they have neither the size nor years of
experience as MPIRG, and rarely deal vgitétewideissues The wide variety of student

organizations on campus devoted to political issues do organize atatewidessues and

groom their members for future placement in their party, but none are as deeply committed to the
betterment of their members atzgns, have such an extensive track record of success, and

work on a strictly nonpartisan basis.

While many organizations focus on electing candidates to address the problems facing society,
MPIRG use a nonpartisan, grassroots approach. MPIRG studethtsvitlo professional staff to
research solutions, build public support around the solution through grassroots organizing and
working with the media, and develop a strategy to win legislative victories. MPIRG has a proven
track record of student leadershiquilding public support, and putting students at the forefront

of winning concrete legislative victories in the public interest.
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2. Engaging the Entire University Community in an Elevated Level of Discourse

Need for Organization: It is common for Univesity students to learn about the many problems
that are currently affecting our society in the classroom. But rarely do we discuss how we can
create solutions to these problems and how college students can become actively involved in
implementing these &dions. Unfortunatelymost discussion of societal problems at the
University begins and ends in the classro®his often leaves young people feeling powerless in
a complex political system that is charged with addressing societal problems. The result is
disillusionment of the problems and the political system, and ultimately a disengagement
altogether from active citizenship.

It is the responsibility for institutions of higher education to provide the necessary education,
skills, and experience to futiteaders of our state, country, and our world. The classroom
setting provides the educational aspect and some experience, but lackerharpsrience

where students gain skills in taking what they have learned in the classroom, researching
solutions, edcating their community, building public support, and meeting with decision makers
to influence concrete changes in public policy issues. The future leaders from the University of
Minnesota need the classroom knowledge, but to be effective leadersututiectiiey need the
hands on experience of affecting real change.

How Organization Meets NeedMPIRG goes beyond the traditional classroom learning
experience by taking real world problems that students have learned in the classroom and
applying it to rehworld public discourse. MPIRGOs programs are designed to engage the entire
University community (students, faculty, staff and administrators) in an elevated level of
discourse, evaluation, and promotion of active change. By holding public forums, eadtles

media events, MPIRG is able to mobilize the University community to solve the many
environmental, social, and consumer problems that todayOs society faces.

MPIRGOs role in the university community is to invite and welcome all campus entities, but
egecially students, to participate in educating the campus, mobilizing public support around real
solutions, and winning legislative victories at all levels of organized government. Through large
scale postcard and petition drives, public forums and spgedker showings, and media

attention, MPIRG educates and engages thousands of students every semester. While every
student may not have the time or motivation to become directly involved with MPIRG,
thousands of students are reached through MPIRGOsessatucational program and

MPIRGOs drive to engage thousands of students in the public policy arena.

3. Bridging the Gap Between Colleges and Universities Statewide

Need for Organization: Although the University provides many educational opportunitiels a
resources to its students, it does little to organize University students with college students from
other colleges and universities. This creates an environment where University students are
isolated from college students that share many of the sdmetslaend face many of the same
problems.
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How Organization Meets NeedUniversity students work with MPIRG chapters at colleges and
universities across the state, which gives them valuable experience in creating change at a
statewide level. Through MPIRG{udents gain experience working with activists from nine

MPIRG college and university chapters around the state through statewide task forces, programs,
forums, rallies, legislation and internships.

4. Training Students as Active Citizens:

Need for Organization: In todayOs world voting is noy itself adequate to ensure that people
have power in their society. Eight out of nine times the candidate with the most money wins the
election in Minnesota (Center for Responsive Politics). Special interegtsgisuch as
pharmaceutical companiegpend enormous sums of money right here in Minnesota to keep
regulatory legislation down and profits up. The amount of new affordable housing is ever
decreasing in the metro area, while high priced condos flood teeaity, raising property taxes
and kicking out residenBthere are currently 5,000 homeless in the metro area; half of which
are under the age of 18 (Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless). Legislators who get elected on
ambitious promises are torn beememaking choices that benefit their constituents and raising
enough money to campaign for theiralection. They hear from professional lobbyists
representing the pharmaceutical, banking, and insurance companies ebéyaayan they

make decisions fahe people if they hear from the general public only once evéryears?

Voting is not enough.

How Organization Meets NeedMPIRG works to engage and empower studgtitzens in the

civic process through active participation. MPIRG collectively deaieissues of concern,
organizes around them, and gains a unified voice on these issues. In addition, students allocate
financial resources and expertise to accomplish change on a personal, campus, local and
statewide level. Our focus on the procB$®w © organize, mobilize, and advoc&ies about

making systemic social change through civic engagement. MPIRG students are at the State
Capitol, meeting with representatives, talking to experts, talking with news reporters to inform
the public at large, andorking with broad coalitions to find solutions to problems on campus

and in Minnesota. Students learndningin MPIRG and as a result we have one of the most
successful track records around.

As part of our training program, each year organizers, stsid@md advocates run hundreds of
trainings for thousands of students to develop skills that allow students to run campaigns and win
for the public. Some of the trainings are structured through our internship program, others
happen as problems arise anabsints learn the skills they need to overcome challenges and win
campaigns. Here is just a sampling of the trainings MPIRG has run in the past at the U of M:
Grassroots organizingbtabling

Grassroots organizingbrunning a petition drive

Grassroots organizing Bhow to run a campaign
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How to pick an issue to organize students

History of the student movement

Recruitment

How to run a press conference

How to run a letter to the editor campaign

Getting an editorial printed in your local paper

Developing a message for the media

Developing student leaders

How to run a training

How to run a voter registration and Get Out the Vote drive (GOTV)

How to canvass dooito-door

How to conduct a professional presentation

How to run an educational campaign

How to run a campus wide book swap

Powermapping

How to lobby

How to run a recycling program

How to write a research report

How to work with faculty

How to develop and run a local campaign

Through MPIRG, students have helped shape social, economiapoemnand environmental
policies. For example, MPIRG lobbied for, and saw passed, legislation to protect the Boundary
Waters Canoe Area, the nationOs sole panidjewilderness, in 1978. MPIRG mobilized 10,000

Minnesota citizens in 1984 to halt the siggtof a federal highevel radioactive waste dump
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right here in our state. In 199IPIRG pushed for, and got, the strongest legislation in the
nation to stop Strategic Lawsuits against Public Participation (SLAPP), which were frivolous
suits filed by speail interests against citizen activists who publicly oppose policies or projects.
In 2006,MPIRG producedThe Vagina MonologuesE¥e Ensler's groundbreaking play

bringing material from hundreds of interviews, for the seventh year having raised ove0$100,0
for women's shelters and advocacy organizations.

In 2004, at the University of Minnesefavin Cities, MPIRG students lead an Instant Runoff
Voting (IRV) Initiative by collecting over 3,000 signatures from the student b@tys placed

IRV on the All GCampus Elections ballot as a referendum, which passed by 76%. MPIRG
followed this by passing IRV in Minneapolis for city elections. This is just a smattering of what
MPIRG has accomplished because of our commitment to the process through student civic
learnng.

How Same Needs Are Met By Other EntitiesThe University is beginning to move in the

direction of civic engagement in the classroom. The Council on Public Engagement (COPE) is
working diligently to begin the transformation to see civic engagemearasf higher

education. All social action groups offer some version of engagement, though MPIRG is unique.
MPIRG involves new and veteran students from many diverse majors and fields of study and has
active chapters on campuses across the state of Miand$fiese factors, included with

MPIRGOs dedicated fdiine staff, give students real power to make change. Having thousands
of members with varying and diverse expertise means more possibilities for new students to
explore civic responsibility and powernd at the same timeriedit the campus, locgand

statewide communities through real social change today and a new generation of educated and
involved citizens for tomorrow.

5. Real World Nomprofit Management:

Need for Organization: Recently, thereds been much talk that America is experiencing a
leadership voidMany of our current leaders are baby boomers and will be retiring in the near
future.This has led to concern in a number of recent nonprofit publications that a leadership
deficit is comingfrom within the nonprofit sectorThis situation is further exacerbated by the
lack of experienced young professionals necessary to fill this vacGiven that 10% percent

of MinnesotaOs economy is nonprofit based, students need experienced, inrmmdatigonary
leadershipo guide these nonprofits into the future

How Organization Meets NeedMPIRG is astatewidenonpartisan nonprofit organization

directed entirely by students. F88 years, we have effectively involved tens of thousands of
membes, and shaped MPIRGOs agenda to focus on issues that affect students across the state.
We provide experienced leadership and tiested methods to steer this organization into the

future and offer students a chance to learn through doing. It is onddlsitgn a leadership

seminar here at the University, but quite another to put values, ideals and visionary creativity
into practice on a daily basis. The State Board of Directors is the body that governs the operation
of MPIRG. The Board is made up oteted representatives from each of MPIRGOs campuses in
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Minnesota and meets monthly throughout the year. The Board sets all corporate policy, hires and
supervises staff, selects and prioritizes issues, and makes all budget decisions. They ensure the
organiation continues to be an effective partner in positive social change for MinnesotaOs
community.As a result of this, MPIRG Board members gain valueddélife management

experience which uniquely equips them for whatever challenges theyfagghh th& future

vocation. This is especially true for those students who choose to pursue a career in the
nonprofit sector or in public servicklPIRG has a long history of training new and emerging
leaders who have assumed leadership positions in many re&potghhizations across the state.

How Same Needs Are Met By Other EntitiesNo other fully autonomous organization is

either solely directed by students or specifically designed to give students direct experience in all
aspects of running a nprofit organization. And no othestatewideorganizatioris of similar

scopeand depttas MPIRG

6. Involving Students in the Broader, Nebniversity Community

Need for Organization: Currently, many University students are isolated from the larger
community. Therare many University students that complete their college education without
learning about their neighbors or the problems that they face. This is a significant problem as
college students are missing out on a valuable opportunity to apply what they lieatimes

classroom in their communities. Often times there is a disconnect between students and the
broader community. Students become isolated in a bubble of the University community and lose
sight of the fact that they are part of an even larger comyidutthermore, University students

also learn much by working with members of the larger community.

How Organization Meets NeedMPIRG students work to bring diverse voices into discourse as
a way of creating positive change. Through student leadecstgfition building and grassroots
organizing efforts, MPIRG helps to bridge the gap between the University and local
communities. By learning from the diverse ways of producing knowledge in the community,
students bring back valuable experience to thesidasn and add to the educational process at
the University. MPIRG holds a number of events in different communities where both students
and community members have a voice and learn from each other. Students learn the value of
working with community groupand how to build support in order to influence public policy.

For many, MPIRGOs direct community service projects and programs are the most visible and
recognizable pieces of our public interest work. From cleaning up and restoring wild places, to
aidinghunger relief efforts, to registering voters and informing consumers and renters of their
legal rights, it is hard to miss the thousands of students participating in these projects. As higher
education evolves, involvement with the community becomes ajggt of the overall

educational experience, and MPIRGOs service program helps the university fill their mission to
serve the public. MPIRGOs program crafts solutions to many of the great issues of the day by
bridging the gap between the research comdliby college and university faculty and the policy
makers and other players in the Oreal worldO.
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Benefit to the Student Body

I

MPIRG provides a wide variety of benefits to the student body. Those who actively participate in
the chaptemvest time and edirt to gain skills in communication, leadership, organization,

policy, publicity, research methodology, and most importantly, in effectively identifying,
organizing around, and alleviating a social injustice. This investment pays dividends both
immediatelyand in years to come for the active MPIRG member, the carapdghe broader
community.

MPIRGOs priorities are theésd, identifying and researching issues of public concern,

developing student leaders to take on those issues, and creating posisivelsmge.

Therefore, even the students who do not become involved in MPIRG benefit through the actions
of their classmates. Trained to be leaders of social change, members of the local chapter take
notice of the concerns of their fellow students ancgatlem as part of their mission.

MPIRG is constantly renewing its membership, and those who cannot make scheduled meetings
or invest the time to work with MPIRG can find opportunities to participate in events designed to
educate and foster support. Sactivities include issueentered events, organizing workshops

and tabling in public spaces around the campus.

For example, a student that is too busy to participate, or has other academic or athletic commitments
may not be able to participate in MPIRG&%pus program directly, but will still encounter ¢nel

benefit from the program. They may register to vote with an MPIRG volunteer during a class
presentation, attend a candidate forum educating them on issues and candidates running for office, or
seean MPIRG poster educating them on their polling location and what identification is acceptable

to bring to the polls.

Many more than those active with the MPIRG chapter receive the benefits of MPIRGOs work.
Here is a samplof accomplishments that imgabe student population as a whole.

I Renewable Energy & Campus Sustainability At the Issues & Actions Conference held this past
April, MPIRG students voted for renewable energy and campus sustainability as the focus of our
statewide environmental campaign. By promoting renewable enerdiR®B fighting for the right

of all people to have clean, efficient, and safe energy regardless of race, color, national origin, or
income. MPIRG believes that everyone should be able to enjoy the EarthOs air, water, and land
without being subject to daagpus conditions or substandard living conditions. Low income
communities and communities of color bear an unfair burden because they do not have the same
resources or lobbying power as those living in wealthy afeasuch, MinnesotaOs dependence on
fossl fuels and norrenewable energy sources is not only an unsafe andssgbtéd policy, but it is
also a main cause of environmental injustices throughout thedBG has a long history of
working on issues that combine environmental protectiorsani@l justicethe organizatiorstrives

to create laws and policies that will involve and protect everyone.

MPIRG is a steering committee member of the Clean Energy Minnesota CodtitR#07 this
coalitionworked to pass a Renewable Energy Standa@$% by 2025 in Minnesota, reducing our
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dependence on naenewable energy sources and laying out a plan for a clean and safe energy
future.As a result of that work, MPIRG and the coalition members helped bring about a the first
mandate for increasinge amount of renewable energy supplied by utilities in Minnesota.

This legislative sessigMPIRG students are working closely with their legislators to pass legislation
adopting the Clean Car standardisenacted Minnesota would be joining 14 otheatts committed

to reducing emissions from automobiles 30% by 2016. This not only protects MinnesotaOs Great
Outdoors, but also saves consumers money at the pump and protects public health.

Students are also working to improve and expand campus sudtginatieeting the needs of the

present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. Colleges and
universities are perfectly situated to be environmental leaders and sustainable instithtiongh
researchtheycandeermine technological feasibilitghapedebats, andcreate nevpolicy.

Through educatiorthey createaomorrow's leadersCampus sustainability encompasses many issues
and areas: energy conservation, renewable energy investment, recycling, food cgngestn

design, and clean transportation. MPIRG students are working closely with the administrationOs
Sustainability Office to implement campus sustainability programs in many of these areas at the
University. New ideas are provided and precedentsedfgesause of the success of these programs.

In February 2007, the Environmental Task Force held OCampus Energy Wars,O a competition
between residential halls to conserve energy. The task force worked to raise awareness among the
student body about the tefits of renewable energy and sustainability. Due to the campaignOs

success in the past, we will be holding OCampus Energy WarsO again this February and expanding it
to also compete against other colleges and universities across the nation. Recenty WwaBIR
instrumental in organizing a discussion between students, faculty, and administration to discuss the
implementation of the newly signed PresidentOs Climate Commitment. MPIRG was involved in
helping the U become the first Big Ten University to sigs kigh visibility commitment to creating

a plan for campus sustainability.

When students are involved with these campaigns, they work on a grassroots level to engage the
student body and community in conserving energy and creating a cleaner, saferasdstainable
environment for everyone to live in.

I Fair Trade: Through our Fair Trade Project, MPIRG students show that citizen action and
education can correct the economical and environmental damages created by irresponsible trade
agreements and standard working conditions. Our Fair Trade Project introduces and educates
students about a positive and viable solution to the injustices of the current system of global trade.
Fair Trade is a strong tool that gives consumers an opportunity to useaiveir as a purchaser to
provide a fair deal to those that have suffered under the status quo. Fair Trade ensures that farmers
and artisans are paid wages that reflect their needs and the real value of their products. The first goal
of the project is to hee students at each MPIRG campus work with their fellow students, faculty and
staff, administration, and broader community to bring Fair Trade products to their colleges and
universities. The second goal is to work with local farmers and producers tddwatly grown

produce to their colleges and universities, thereby supporting the community and reducing the
pollution and waste resulting from transport.
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MPIRG students began work three years ago to make the University a Fair Trade campus. This year,
students are concentrating on passing the Designated Suppliers Program, which asks that the
administration guarantee the clothing purchased and sold by the university is manufactured ethically.
MPIRG has also sponsored a series of events to educate tha Siodie about the social situation of
workers abroad including the Small World Coffee Hour, which provided the opportunity for a
dialogue with a number of cultural student groups about inequity and racism issues within free trade,
and a Fair Trade Bazaallowing local merchants to sell and students to purchase Fair Trade goods.

I Democracy: MPIRGOs Democracy Campaign is the umbrella campaign for several projects that
MPIRG works on through the year: Instant Runoff Voting campaigns, voter education and
mobilization, and voting rights work.

Americans ages 189 continue to have one of the lowest voter turnouts of any age segment, yet the
decisions made by today's elected officials will affait age groupdises more than anyonin
Minnesota, this agdemographic trends a little betiput only because they are actively engaged

and invited into the political procesEhis is why MPIRG students continually work to register new
voters, provide nonpartisan voter guides, hold candidate®bn campysnd conduct ngartisan

Get Out the Vote (GOTYV) activities on Election Day.

During the No Youth Vote Left Behind campaign this year, MPIRG registered (3@ %oters on

and around campus, and educated thousands more about the candidates andtiesds/ember

4th ballot. The Democracy Task Force registered students across campus, distributed over 1,500
voter guides, cosponsored a candidate debate for state house distrem&@Bganized presidential
debate watching parties. In the days leadipgo the electiofMPIRG mobilized and trained almost
300 volunteers to knock on doors, make phone calls, monitor student heavy polling locations and
answer questions about voting for students. IMHIRG hadover10,000 personal interactions

with U of M students educating them about the election. Our work at the U of M and across
Minnesota helped maintain MinnesotaOs reputation for having the highest number of young people
turning out to vote in the country.

Last spring, MPIRG worked with the Graata and Professional Student Assembly and the
Minnesota Student Association to organize a series of precinct caucus trainings so that students
understood therecinct caucus process in MinnesotaOs political system. This ingsoatant factor

in leadingto record youth turnout throughout the metro area. Lastly, MPIRG is working with the
Voting Rights Coalition to protect MinnesotansO right to vote by stopping party designated
challengers from intimidating voters, facilitating voter registration, improtheglarity of elections
materials, an@liminatingconfusion in current election law.

| Affordable Housing & HomelessnessAccording to the report OHomeless in Minnesota 20030 by

the Wilder Research Center, on any given night in Minnesota there @€eMiSnesotans

experiencing homelessness. Unfortunately, as MinnesotaOs homeless population is on the rise, state
and federal governments are providing fewer resources to combat homelessness and increase the
availability of affordable housing. Minnesotaeuks increased development of affordable housing,

widely defined as housing for which the occupant pays no more than 30% of his or her income
including utilities. Stable and affordable housing is critical to the-lghg of families and
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communities. Housig allows individuals to hold steady jobs and contribute to the community. It
also allows kids to focus on school, gain friends and form-teng relationships with others.

MPIRG is working on this campaign to increase the availability and amourfoadatle housing
units for individuals in Minnesota, and to educate individuals about their housing rights and
resources available to them. The MPIRG Affordable Housing and Homelessness task force is
concerned about the knowledge students have aboutities when they enter the renting
community. Through the campaign the task force is working to accomplish the following goals:

1. Publish a campus survey conducted last year that will determine student understanding of tenantOs
rights and affordable hsing issues.

2. Create and distribute a RentersO Rights guide for use by bothssindesdmmunity members.

3. Establish a OCampus KitchenO program to save and transfer excess food on campus to soup
kitchens and homeless shelters in the surroundingrwnity, not only increasing the sustainability
of our campuses, but helping to meet the needs of the surrounding communities.

4. Pass the Housing Solutions Act, which dedicates new and significant funding for a wide range of
housing needs throughout teate by placingsmall increase in the existing deed tax.

| The Vagina Monologues\Written to break the silence surrounding womenOs relationships with
their bodies, Eve EnslerOs OThe Vagina MonologuesO is a play that celebrates and empowers women,
and demands an end to sexual violence against women.-Diag Yhovement was created to

continue the playOs work. MPIRG campuses and other colleges throughout the United States and
around the world receive free copyrights to perform and produce the play under the stipulation that
all proceeds benefit womenOs sheltersiep@acy organizations. The primary mission of thBa&y
Campus Initiative is to clearly and vocally articulate a space for women to redefine their most
intimate experiences, and to shatter the silence under which women have been kept from cultural,
acadent, economic, and political power. Since taking on the campaign eight years ago, MPIRG has
raised over $125,000 for local womenOs shelters and advocacy groups. The eleventh annual
production of OThe Vagina MonologuesO will take place in February 2009.

I Take Back the Night: Take Back the Night rallies and marches began in the nineteenth century in
England as a protest against the fear that women encountered walking the streets at night. Today, the
focus of the Take Back the Night gathering is to raise@ness of violence against all people, to
celebrate survivors, to demonstrate that violence will not be tolerated, and to unite people who wish

to work together to make our communities safer. Hundrédeaple attended MPIRGOs metrea

Take Back the Nilgt in April of 2008and were treated tbe emcestylesof Leigh Combs and
entertainmentrom Minneapolis musicians and spoken word artists Ashley Gold, Indigo and Jessica
Lopez LymanThe twelfth annual Take Back the Night will take place in April 2009.

I Student Day of Action: MPIRG has a long tradition of bringing students from around the state to
the Capitol to collectively lobby their legislators. For many studémisis a unique opportunity to
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learn about the legislative system and an introdudiohow to engagm thedemocratic process.
Student Action Day and the active citizens it produces are powerful tools in creating social change.
This year MPIRG is coordinating several statewide Student Action Days which will focus on
MPIRGOs student seted legislative priorities.

I Statewatch: Statewatch is the free annual publication of MPIRG designed to inform students and
community members about the issues MPIRG is working on, our campaigns, and our progress.
Students are involved in the design and content of Statewatch, doctoatains profiles of the
organizationOs members and leadership, and serves to educate and connect our membership.

I Student Organizing ConferenceThe Student Organizing Conference brings MPIRG students
from around the state, as well as many-MiPIRG students to attend a series of workshops focused
around student organizing. This year, the conference was held at the Humphrey Institute for Public
Policy and focused on nonpartisan youth voter engagement. Students were educated on voting
rights, campajn planning, and effective messaging. They learned valuable grassroots organizing
skills like working with the media, event organizing, volunteer recruitment and management, and
meeting with decision makers.

Selected Significant Historical MPIRG Accongiliments at the University

Youth Voter Engagement:In the fall of 2008, MPIRG launched the largest nonpartisan youth
voter engagement campaign at the University of Minnesota. MPIRG registeregisoder
students to vote, educated thousands more througtskaaps, candidate debates, and issue
forums, and contacted 10,000 University students in the days leading up to the 2008 election.

Fair Trade Resolution: In the spring of 2008, MPIRG gathered almost 3,000 petition
signatures, over 100 falty endorsementsnd almost 25tudent organization endorsements of a
resolution calling for 100% Fair Trade Certified Coffee at the U of M system schools. MPIRG
was successful in passing this resolution through the University Student Senate, the Social
Concerns Commiteeof the Faculty Senate, and the system wide University Senate.

Fair Trade Survey: In thefall of 2004, MPIRG conducted a survey at the University and across
the state to research student opinions and knowledge on the issue of Fair Trade; the results of
which were released spring of 2005, indicating that students are vastly in support of Fair Trade
products being available for purchase on campus. The University chapter is currently working to
bring those products to campus.

Instant Runoff Voting (IRV): In 2004, MPIRG proposed an amendment to the MSA
constitution to adopt Instant Runoff Voting, a highly representative system of balloting, as the
method for electing the undergraduate President andRfiegident. Not only is IRV more
representative of studepteferences, it also increases participation and ensures that the winners
of elections receive majority support. MPIRG students collected over 3,000 petition signatures
(10% of the student body) in order to put the IRV measure on the All Campus Eléectiions

The measure passed with over 76% approval.
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University of Minnesota Apparel Code of Conduct:in 2002, then University President Mark
Yudof approved the UniversityOs first trademark licensing code of conduct. The code came after
two years of campuwide MPIRG advocacy involving faculty, staff, and workers rights
organizations. It requires companies, which pay the University an annual total of $500,000 in
trademark fees, to adhere to strict employment standards.

U.S. Senate Forumin 2000, MPIRG anthe Minnesota Youth Vote Coalition organized the
nationOs only Senate forum to include all declared candidatesy®ith0® students in
attendance.

U-Pass In 2000, MPIRG worked with MSA and school administration to secure#hadd bus
program to prowde the University community with discounted bus fare. Ir6260er 17,000
students have purchasedpdsses and bus ridership has increased every year siapgancof
the U-pass program.

Recycled Newsprint In 1990 MPIRG conducted an 8,96&gnature petion drive and worked
with the Minnesota Daily to switch the paper to recycled newsprint.

Radon Center. In 1989, MPIRG led the effort to create one of the three $600,000 federal Radon
Training and Research Centers at the University.

Credit Union: In 1988, MPIRG helped establish and publicize for the University of Minnesota
Federal Credit Union which serves students, staff, and faculty.

Sexual Harassment SurveyMPIRGOs Hpage proposal in 1987 and participation in the
UniversityOs Sexual Harassment i&dky Board convinced the University to conduct a system
wide survey in 1990.

Financial Aid: Slip Sliding Awaya report on higher education and the decline of student
financial aid, was written by MPIRG students and staff in 1982 and updated in 198ér For
University President C. Peter McGrath said thatasthe most complete survey on Minnesota
financial aid.

Sexual Violence ProgramIn 1986, the advocacy and research of MPIRGOs Women's Issues
Task Force, including a 5fage report, resulted in thstablishment of the U of MOs Program
Against Sexual Violence (now the Aurora Center), which now serves as a national model. As
part of the organizing effort, MPIRG organized the first annual fape Zone.

Recycling Progrant In 1985, the Regents adoptiPIRG's Waste Abatement Proposal which
resulted in the U of M Recycling Program, considered a national model for campus recycling.
MPIRG provided initial staffing for the program and has worked to expand recycling and other
waste abatement efforts.

Student Regent In 1976, MPIRG worked to establish a student position on the Board of
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Regents.

Selected Significant MPIRG Accomplishments Statewide

Renewable Electricity Standard In 2007, MPIRG joined several statewide environmental
groups to push the countsy€rongest Renewable Electricity Standard (RES) in Minnesota. This
means Minnesota will get 25% of energy from wind and solar power by the year 2025.

Instant Runoff Voting: After the success at the University, MPIRG became an active member
of the BetteBallot Campaign and brought Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) to Minneapolis city
elections. IRV passed as a ballot referendum by 65%.

The Vagina Monologues2006 marked MPIRGOs seventh annual production of Eve EnslerOs
groundbreaking play. In the seven yedrproduction, over 15,000 people have seen the play
and over $100,000 has been raised for womenOs shelters and advocacy.

Coal Plant Cleantup: Citing public pressure from organizations such as MPIRG, Xcel Energy
announced in 2002 that it would be convertiwo of four metro area coal plants to natural gas
(Riverside in Minneapolis and High Bridge in St. Paul) and converting to cleaner technology at
another (King near Stillwater) as a part of the Metropolitan Emissions Reductions Program.

Environmental Conservation: MPIRG students helped pass the OLegacy Bill,O securing over
$110 million for the preservation of MinnesotaOs environmental future and protection of the
stateOs valuable resources for future generations. MPIRG helped form the statewide coalition
dedicated to passing major conservation bonding legislation in the 2000 session. The Legacy
Coalition was unique in that it united unusual partners in this important effort. Besides students,
who comprised one of the groups spearheading the campaigpatti®i included
environmentalists, anglers and hunters, small farmers, anebfstd groups.

Inclusionary Housing Program: In 1999, MPIRG helped win $8 million from the state
legislature to fund Inclusionary Housing Development in the Metro Areanageater

Minnesota. Inclusionary housing development provides monetary incentives to developers and
local government to build affordable housing in mixed income neighborhoods.

Greenways and Natural Areas Program:MPIRG played a major role in securiig million

for the Greenways and Natural Areas Program in 1998. The program serves as a framework for
coordinating the preservation and restoration of key ecological areas while accommodating
urban growth. MPIRG was appointed by the Department of NaturauResoto the Greenways

and Natural Areas Oversight Committee.

Minimum Wage: MPIRG advocated for a significant increase in the minimum wage in 1996.

Minimum Wage Legislation passed both the House and Senate, and was signed two years later
by Governor Carlsn.
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Green Labeling MPIRG drafted and successfully lobbied for the "grldreling” bill, which
adopted federal guidelines for environmental marketing claims. The bill for truth in
environmental advertising went into effect in 1996.

Student Organizing Canference In 1995, MPIRG hosted the first annual statewide Student
Organizing Conference. 325 students and 44 panelists participated in 8 skills workshops and 11
issues workshops.

Prairie Island Nuclear Waste Storage MPIRG successfully appealed the statiecision to
allow Northern States Power to expand nuclear waste storage outside its Prairie Island nuclear
power plant. As the result of MPIRG's efforts, the issue was brought before the 1994 legislature.

S.L.A.P.P: MPIRG passed the strongest legislatin the nation to stop Strategic Lawsuits
Against Public Participation (SLAPP), which are suits filed against citizen activists who publicly
oppose proposed policies or projects.

Federal Clean Air Act: MPIRG collected over 35,000 petition signatured &)000 postcards in
support of a strong federal clean air act in 1990.

Consumer Handbooks MPIRG has been one of the state's most prolific publishers of public
interest handbooks since it began production in 1973. Handbooks iltiodesota Students'
Legal Rights Handbogklenant/Landlord Rights and Obligatig’@omen's Legal Rights
Handbook andThe Recycling Manifesto

Tenant/Landlord Hotline: From 1986 to 1990, MPIRG ran a statewide-fi@é information
service for tenants and landlords, which Haddbout 10,000 calls a year.

Solar Tax Credit: In a fouryear lawsuit, MPIRG obtained $650,000 for Minnesota citizens who
had installed solar energy equipment encouraged by a state tax credit that was later retroactively
repealed.

Rent Credit: In 1988,MPIRG obtained restoration of the rent credit, a property tax refund for
renters that had been cut by 33%.

BWCA Protection: MPIRG committed six years of organizing and litigation staff to the passage
of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness Act.aldhevas passed in 1976, protecting one
million acres and creating MinnesotaOs only wilderness area and the nationOs sclen@gaddle
wilderness area.

Toy Safety. In 1973, MPIRG drafted and lobbied for the Minnesota Toy Safety Act, the
strongest toy safg legislation in the nation.
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Student Involvement

MPIRG has a long history of student leadership, student activism, and civic education. Since its
studentinitiated establishment in 1971, MPIRG has been one of the pillars of the modern student
movemenin Minnesota as well as a leading voice in consumer, environmental, social and economic
rights. Few volunteer organizations at the University have either as many-penson contacts

or active participants. Typically, more than 275 students attemdomore of the weekly meetings,

and more than 5,000 participate in MPIRG's public events or actions. The MPIRG structure has
successfully transferred power from one generation to the next forefgty years.

Majority Support: MPIRG was the first sidentinitiated fees receiving organization and the first

and only to be established through a majority support drive. This support was demonstrated by
collecting 25,000 student signatures ¥b®f the student body) and has been reaffirmed annually for
over 30 years by deliberative bodies empowered to act on the behalf of students, such as the student
government and the student fee committee. MPIRG support has also been reaffirmed by direct
measures of student opinion such asaihpus referenda and U of$tudent services fee surveys.

Student Directed: Any student can attend weekly chapter meetings, propose campus programs and,
if enough interest exists, form a campus task force. The chapter is governed by a Local Board of
Directors, elected during AlCampus Elections in the spring (20 representatives from Minneapolis
and 5 from St. Paul). The Local Board determines use of chapter resources, elects Local Board
officers, and 8 of 17 delegates to the State Board of Directors.

The State Board isomposed mtirely of students from member campuses with membership
proportionate to campus size. The State Board of Diredorganized into three committees:

Personnel, Finance, and Strategic Planning. The Personnel Committee is responsible for
interviewing, hring, and if necessary, firing staff. The Finance Committee monitors the
organizationOs income and expenses and budgeting for the next fiscal year. The Strategic Planning
Committee is responsible for drafting and developing a long term strategic ptae forganization.

The State Board has the final say on the budget, staff, and statewide prodneemeéimbers of the

State BoardOs Executive Council are University studndsgset Ulrich ajunior in Chemical

Engineering serves a¥ice Chair of theBoard Ryan Kennedya senior irPolitical Science serves

asthe Public School Caucus Delegaddida Sorenson, a senior in Nutrition serves as the Secretary

Students at the University select and develop taskforces, elect chaphaisoand taskforce

leaders, determine what campaigns will be worked on at the University, which events will be held on
campus and how they will be organized. Students allocate and invest resources for their events and
campaigns.

Democratically Maintained: Any student cangin the chapter by paying the fee at registration and
attending weekly meetings. Any f@aying student can run for the Local Board in April during All
Campus Elections. Local Board members can run for Local Board officer positions or the State
Board of Drectors. Students elected to the State Board can run for its officer positions. Any student
or community member, fegaying or not, can propose a statewide program at our annual Issues &
Actions conference. The Issues & Actions Conference is held in fatk At the conference

proposals are discussed, ballots are reviewed, and the State Board sets prioridgesagihg
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students are given a vote at the conference. Once the issues are selected, an annual planning process
allows students to redefine theganization and its goals to best address the chosen issues. MPIRG
opens all processes to a broad and diverse range of students through constant, active; and multi
faceted outreach.

Educational Value of Goals & Activities: MPIRG trains students in bastitizenship skills and
specific public policy areas, while engaging the entire University community in thoughtful dialogue
on public policy issues. MPIRGOs campaigns attract students with diverse majors. MPIRG gives
students the opportunity to apply aeadc disciplines to policies, issyesd projects pertaining to

civic life. Students learn leadership skills while enhancing their knowledge in their area of study or
interest by participating in MPIRG.

Student Internships: Part of MPIRGOs mission isgmvide education and training in advocacy,
organizing, writing, and research. Undergraduates conduct research and write reports, as well as
assist in advocacy, educational, and organizational efforts with the supervision of professional
advocates and oagizers. With the new Social Justice minor, MPIRG has been serving as a primary
contact for the required service learning portion of the curriculum. Between five and ten students a
semester work with our campus organizer to get thelifeaxperiences #ir professors value and
encourage.

Student Opinion Surveys:Part of working in the public interest means identifying what issues are

in the interest of students campwigle. At the start of our Fair Trade project, MPIRG students
conducted Fair Trade Steys across the state. Four hundred and fifty students were surveyed at the
University and it was revealed that 93.1% of respondents felt that it was very important or somewhat
important to increase the number of fair trade products on campus. Studerdd leaw to develop

and administer a survey, and how to analyze the results with the help of our Program Director. Just
last year, MPIRG conducted another survey about Homeles&n&fordable Housing that will be
published in sprin@009 In 2002, MPIRGstudents conducted a survey about energy usage
throughout the stateAnd in 2000 MPIRG conducted a survey regarding transportation usage and
needs at the University.

Fee Requestand Rationale: MPIRG is requesting $130,000 in student fee revenue frem th
University of MinnesotaOs Student Fee Commifféis is a $30,000 increase fratre request last
year. Over the past few yeaMPIRG has showa dramatic improvement and expansian
programson campus and Baeached more students. Thisa directresult of fundingeceivel from
student fee revenue and the amountrofessional staffimethe organizatiorran afford to allocate
to thestudents at the University.

In 20062007, MPIRG received $44,63in student service fees an@dsable toallocae 5% of
professional staff time to the University of Minnesota and organize 17 program events. -In 2007
2008,thefee was increased atitk totalrevenue reacheflr6, 970.01. With this increaMPIRG
wasable to allocate 50% of professional staff timéhte University anevasable to organiz5
programming events reaching even more students through our work. Thisurdee was

increased agaiand current projections put student fee revenue at $103;0@9 has allowed

MPIRG to allocate 7% of professional staff time to the Universitlready this fall, MPIRG has
organized 20 events and have numerous events planned for the spring.
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Year Fee Revenue| % Staff Time
20062007 $44,763 25%
20072008 $76,970.01 50%
20082009 $103,000 75%

(projected)
20092010 $130,000 100%
(requested)

The current proposal will allowPIRG to devote100% of one professional staff memberOs time
exclusivelyto the University. This proposal would also allow MPIRG to build upon the success of
the organizig work done this past summer. MPIRG will operate its Campus Organizing Program at
50% of its capacity for the summer of 2009. If successful in this current funding request, MPIRG
will operate at 75% for the summer of 20Ihis will not only benefit thestudent body, buwill

also allow MPIRG to expand and build upon the improvemamtisgreat worlalready undertaken

There is a direct link betweehe level of funding from student service fees and the level of staff
time the organization is abke commit tothe University As can be witnessed by MPIRGOs long and
vibrant history of victories in the public interest, the organization is capable of engaging, inspiring,
and activating the next generation of business, nonprofit, and public leadersisThgreat need at
this moment in history to rebuild and revitalize this countryOs civic infrastructure. MPIRG desires to
work with the University to see that vision realized. The organization, and all the students who
brought about the last 38 yearsaastomplishments, would not have been possible without the
resources to educate, train, and mobilize youth participation in all levels of government and
democratic participationWith greater funding comes tladility to runeven moreeffective

prograns thatareengaging largenumbers of students and developing them as the future leaders of
this state this country, andheworld. In order to achieve this high level of efficacy and hogiiber
programming and training, it is critickdlatMPIRG beawarde full fundingof thisrequest.

Fees Request PreparationThe group that prepared this request was made wgvehsstudents and

two staff membes. The students were primarily responsible for the narrative portions, while the staff
prepared most of theudgetary information and provided guidance for the process. MPIRG's
budgetary information is detailed and complex enough that it is necessary for a staff person to take
responsibility for preparation.

Students:
iRyan Kennedyb Senior, Political Sciencd3oard of Directors: Public Caucus Delegate
jAlida Sorensorb Senior, Nutrition, Board of Directors: Secretary

iMarisa WojcikbFreshmen, Undecided, MPIRG Affordable Housing Task Force Leader
iMatt Fitzgeraldb Sophomore, Communication and Journalism, Gaa@hair
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iMartin PhillipsBGraduate Student, Medicinal Chemistry, Board of Direct®spresentative
iBridget UlrichBJunior, Chemical Engineering, Board of Directors: Vice Chair

Staff

iJoe Egger® UMTC Campus Organizer
jJamison Tessne®&Campus @ganizing Director
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Budget

INCOME ACTUAL PROJECTED REQUEST
2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010

Student Services Fees 76,970.01 103,200.00 130,000.00

Foundations 2,450.00 5,000.00 7,000.00

Corporations

Individual Contributions

Fundraising Measures 1,000.00

In-Kind Support

Investment Income

Grants Internal to UM (i.e. Administrative, Coke) 2,500.00 3,500.00 3,500.00

Grants External to UM

Operation Reserves (should be 10%)

Equipment Reserves (if applicable to your

organization)

Long Range Planning Reserves (if applicable to your

organization)

Carry over from Previous year 4,330.72 7,448.58 9,626.55

Total Income 86,250.73 119,148.58 151,126.55

OPERATIONAL EXPENSES ACTUAL PROJECTED REQUEST
2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010

Salaries, Wages, and Stipends 24,576.00 35,744.57 45,337.97

Insurance, Benefits, Taxes 5,406.72 7,863.81 9,974.35

Consultants / Professional Fees 12,934.19 13,266.50 13,300.00

Travel 2,920.23 4,637.00 2,500.00

Food 1,793.25 2,349.50 400.00

Equipment 944.66 2,954.00 3,000.00

Supplies 2,230.69 2,397.00 3,000.00

Printing and Copying 3,840.47 3,840.47 3,840.47

Telephone and Fax 1,224.00 2,572.00 2,000.00
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Postage and Delivery 169.50 666.50 400.00
Rent and Utilities 16,539.18 17,210.50 17,210.50
In-Kind Expenses
Other (Specify) 1,906.91 2,763.50 2,583.50
Total Operationa | Expenses 74,485.79 96,265.35 103,546.79
PROGRAMMING EXPENSES* ACTUAL PROJECTED REQUEST
_2007-2008 _2008-2009 _2009-2010
Food 863.27 2,651.34 7,445.00
Room Rental 647.45 1,988.50 5,584.00
Advertising 1,079.09 3,314.17 9,307.00
Entertainment 431.64 1,325.67 3,722.00
Travel -
Other 1,294.91 3,977.00 11,167.00
Total Programming Expenses 4,316.36 13,256.68 37,225.00
GRAND TOTAL EXPENSES 78,802.15 109,522.03 140,771.79
Difference (Income Less Expenses) 7,448.58 9,626.55 10,354.76
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2009/2010 Budget Line Item Narrative: Operational

Salaries, Wages, Stipends

Fully funded student chapters will make a difference on the issues studergtbaare

Of all the numbers in our budget, this is the most importaéhe staff positions students fund for the year

is the most basic outline of our program waoBkr ability to hire experts is MPIRGOs main strategy to
make a difference on the thingattare most important to Minnesota and most motivating for students.

In addition, most of our line items (travel, benefits, rent, etc.) stem from our staffing scenario for a given
year. From this line item, we can safely predict our other expenseg fpedh

MPIRGOs staff consists of organizers and advocates. The combination of staff is what makes all of our
programs successful. The issue advocates that coordinate our efforts to stop global warming or protect
consumers rely on organizing staff taiedte the campus community, train much needed volunteers, and
gather the public support the advocate needs to win. On campus, organizers coordinate the largest
studentrun internship program in the state, their success and their ability to connectaatamats to

issues they care about relies on the campaigns and activities we run toth® ealially be making a
difference on the things students care about. An internship that only talks about problems without
providing steps to solve them is in@ably empty, and by definition unsuccessful. The student experience
is rich simply because the press conference the student holds really does get on the 5 oOclock news, the
report the intern researches actually influences the policy the legislator tiaftsiblic comments the
volunteer gathers really do press the governor to do the right thing.

This complement of eeampus action that drives statewide solutions to statewide problems makes
MPIRG unique, it makes us effective, and it makes us impadxahte campus experience and to the state
overall.

Insurance, Benefits, Taxes

The increase for this line item is consistent with the rising cost of healthcare and benefits for staff. This
line item pays for payroll taxes for our staff, and providedtheand dental insurance so that MPIRG can
remain competitive in MinnesotaOs nonprofit sector. This gives MPIRG the ability to continue teaming
students with the best staff in the field.

Consultants and Professional Fees

This pays for MPIRGOs annual @performed by an outside organization. As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
corporation, MPIRG is required to conduct an audit each year of its finances and internal controls with an
independent auditor. The Board of Directors gets at least three quotes frongdurdignbefore choosing

the most coseffective one. In 2002008, we increased our expenses in this category as a result of hiring
a parttime bookkeeper. Our bookkeeper is responsible for streamlining this organizationOs financial
documents and redugjrihe amount of time that staff spends on preparing financial documents. It was a
direct response of MPIRGOs student Board of Directors to one of the suggestions our auditor had for
improving our internal controls. In 20910, we will have expenses fan annual audit, bookkeeping,

and for website development. Our website developer will be responsible for creating and maintaining the
webpages of the organization. In the past we relied on volunteer assistance and interns to develop our
websites. Althogh our volunteers have been instrumental, the information on our websites is
inconsistent and outdated. With the support of a professional website developer, we will ensure the
website is professional and regular maintenance is performed.
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The support ba professional website developer will allow for continued maintenance. In addition, having
a website developer will ensure a professional and uniform website that will serve as a forum for
distributing the results of our research and surveys, and fdogatg MPIRGrelated news articles.

Travel

This allows students and staff to afford travel to various statewide events. This includes meetings of the
Board of Directors, statewide events like Take Back the Night, conferences, and transportation to the
capitol. To continue our tradition of strong statewide cohesion between MPIRGOs greater Minnesota
campuses and the metro campuses, it is important that students can travel between campuses, to various
events, and to the capitol. We are currently reimbgrsiandents and staff at 32¢ per mile (the State of
Minnesota which serves as the standard for Minnesotan businesses reimburses travel at 50.5¢ per mile as
of January 1, 2008).

Food
This line item pays for food and beverages for special board and stdiffigsdike our yeaend
celebration and MProm.

Equipment
This line item will pay for a new computer and furniture for the office. The current equipment at the state

office is outdated and no longer meets the current needs of MPIRG. Most of the caufiwire is not
updated, which decreases the efficiency for staff and students and causes compatibility problems.

Supplies
This line item will pay for general office supplies.

Printing and Copying

This line item pays solely for copier rental andmenance costs. As an organization that relies heavily
on printing hundreds of posters, flyers, and brochures daily, it is imperative to have equipment that can
handle heavy use. After renegotiation with the copier rental company last year, MPIRGentasrabt a
cheaper copy machine.

Telephone and Fax

This line item pays for telephone and fax services. MPIRGOs telephone lines are purchased from the
University of Minnesota even though we arecdinmpus. The telephone and fax allow our organization to
communicate and coordinate our efforts inside and outside of our organization and to organize
phonebanks during our campus recruitment drive.

Postage and Delivery

Our organization uses postage and delivery to distribute our annual publi&tiewatctas well as

normal office mail. Distributing information ensures campus and community members are aware of
MPIRGOs current campaigns and efforts. The cost of postage has increased as a result of the continual
rise in postage costs.

Rent and Utilities
MPIRG rents space in the University Technology Center in Dinkytown, which is both very cheap and
very accessible to students from UMTC as well as to students from across the state.
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Other

This line item covers the costs of directorOs insurance, liabdlityance and website hosting. DirectorOs
insurance protects members of the Board of Directors from lawsuits. Liability insurance protects MPIRG
and all of the events that it holds on campus. Website hosting is necessary to communicate with a wide
variety of students and concerned citizens about MPIRG events and campaigns.
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2009/2010 Budget Line Item Narrative: Program

Food
MPIRG works to get as much food donated or at a reduced cost for all of our events and activities. This
line item will cover tke cost of food for student participants in our programs and activities.

Room Rental

A part of MPIRGOs role on campus has always been to professionalize the student movement. While
MPIRG students are able to use the free facilities the University éffersgular meeting space and

planning, MPIRG students know that in order to be taken seriously and in a professional manner by
candidates, professional speakers, panelists, and politicians they must play the role of professionals. This
line item will payfor space that fits the needs of professional level events and activities.

Advertising

MPIRG utilizes numerous grassroots tactics in order to promote our events and activities such as tabling,
clipboarding, class announcements, student organization mcerents, emails, phonebanks, and social
network sites. Although these tactics are effective, some people must be reached through paid
advertising. This line item will pay for advertisements in local media outlets to reach a broader network
of studentsnforming them of our programs, events, and activities.

Entertainment

MPIRG values local art and music and strives to make them a part of the issues and activities that we
work on. We will offer modest stipends to local musicians and artists who argwvdlparticipate in our
programs. This line item will pay for musicians and artists at MPIRGOs special events.

Other

In order to add the necessary element of professionalism to the issues students care about it is important
that students have profémsal materials. Politicians, students, candidates, faculty, community members
and decision makers are likely to ignore photo copied fact sheets, informational packets, and copier made
posters. For students to be taken seriously on the issues thepaatréhay must be represented by their
materials like any other professional organization. The increase in this line item will pay for

professionally made fact sheets, training packets, posters, flyers, amdatiémal trifolds that will

educate studes, community members, faculty, decision makers, legislators and administrators on the
great work MPIRG students are undertaking through our programs and activities.
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Performance Report

MPIRG Events 2007/2008

FAIR TRADE CAMPAIGN

Fair Trade Coffee Give Away

More than 20 MPIRG students, in conjunction with local coffee roaster Peace Coffee, organized two separate coffee
giveaways to educate students about the importance of justice, equality and sustainability in regards to global trade
policy. The students set up a table in Coffman Union, distributed fact sheets, and handed out free cups of Fair Trade
Coffee. By counting the number of cups of coffee that were distributed, MPIRG students were able to educate more
than 270 students in about four hours. The following week, students handed out 158 cups to early morning
commuters outside Folwell Hall and distributed flyers to an additional 77 students on upcoming events in the Twin
Cities that coincided with Fair Trade month.

Film Screening: Black Gold

To educate students on global trade policies and issues with the current system MPIRG organized a showing of
Black Gold, a riveting documentary discussing the inequities of the current trade system and what is being done to
provide equal opportunities and access to less developed countries. The students discussed the film, various ways to
engage other students on the issue, and how to talk about a complex issue like global trade policy with different
audiences with a diverse depth of knowledge. About 15 students attended and enjoyed a variety of Fair Trade
products.

Fair Trade Book Signing/Jokes Across America

As part of Fair Trade Month MPIRG organized students to attended several events around the metro area educating
them on Fair Trade policies. One event in particular was a book signing at Common Roots, a local café specializing
in local and Fair Trade products. Jacqueline DeCarlo, author of Fair Trade: A beginnerOs guisieoke of her book,
answered questions and interacted with students. About 12 students attended the event, then gathered an additional
5 students and attended Joke across America. This event included two young bicyclists traveling across the country
collecting jokes at local cafes and bars. The cyclists are sponsored by Peace Coffee so one element of their
presentation included discussion of Fair Trade policies. Over 100 people attended the event.

Fair Trade Discussion

MPIRG students also organized a Fair Trade discussion bringing local Fair Trade organizations and coalitions
together to sit down with MPIRG students and talk about the work of each organization. Students learned different
ways organizations around the state are working toward a just and equitable trade system and taught these
organizations about the grassroots campaign the MPIRG students are leading at the University of Minnesota. About
five students and five representatives from local organizations ventured out into the snowy weather to attend the
discussion which led MPIRG’s Fair Trade campaign to be featured in Peace Coffee’s national newsletter.

Fair Trade Petition Drive

In order to build the necessary public pressure to push through the University Senate MPIRG’s resolution for 100%
Fair Trade certified coffee, MPIRG students have taken to the pathways of the University to gather student and
faculty support. In three different petition drives, involving more than 30 volunteers, MPIRG was able to collect
almost 1,500 petition signatures for the resolution with each individual interaction providing MPIRG the opportunity
to educate students about Fair Trade policies. Furthermore, MPIRG students gathered 78 faculty endorsements and
15 student organization endorsements supporting the resolution. MPIRG students brought this support and great
presentation skills to the University Student Senate, presented their resolution, and won the vote with overwhelming
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support. MPIRG then brought the resolution to the Faculty Senate’s Social Concerns Committee and won another
vote with overwhelming support. MPIRG looks forward to continue educating students, building more public
support, and winning votes in the University Senate.

University Senate Vote

In the spring of 2008 MPIRG students brought forward their resolution for 100% Fair Trade Coffee on campus to
the University Senate. Five MPIRG students prepared a professional presentation for the University Senate which
includes all U of M coordinated campuses and presided over by President Robert Bruininks, and MPIRG organized
an additional 25 students to attend the meeting and show their support for the resolution. The resolution passed with
overwhelming support!

AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS

Spare Change for Social Change

Twenty MPIRG students organized two separate events entitle “Spare Change for Social Change” to educate
students and raise money to battle hunger and homelessness in Minneapolis and St. Paul. MPIRG engaged students
individually, talked about solutions to hunger and homelessness and asked each student to donate their spare pocket
change. Both events were a resounding success! MPIRG raised $359.00 with the average student donating about
$.60. The money went to buy materials MPIRG students used to make blankets, hats, and scarves for local shelters.
The two events educate almost 600 students on the issues of poverty in Minnesota.

Knitting for Change

As part of MPIRG’s Affordable Housing and Homelessness Week of Action, which coincided with the national
student week of action against hunger and homelessness, MPIRG students used the money they raised from “Spare
Change for Social Change” to buy fleece and yarn to make blankets and clothing for shelters serving people in need.
The students screened films discussing poverty issues while making their donations. This has become an annual
event that MPIRG students use to educate themselves on the issues, get to know new students, and make much
needed supplies for people that are less fortunate. The knitting events had about 30 students participate.

Food Drive

Continuing the Week of Action, MPIRG students tabled in the front of a local Cub Foods grocery store to collect
non perishable food items to donate to local food shelf Second Harvest. The students educated the public, collected
food, and collected financial contributions on four different evenings. The results were a huge success. MPIRG
raised 470 lbs. of food, and raised $1,683.00 in food money for Second Nature.

Affordable Housing Lobby Day

MPIRG joined the Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless Lobby Day to meet with their legislators about affordable
housing issues in Minnesota. MPIRG students coordinated about 25 high school students to attend and have their
first experience with the legislative process. About 50 students attended and learned about current and pending
legislation and how to meet with their legislators.

Housing Action Service

MPIRG’s Week of Action also included a housing action table in Coffman Union. Students had the opportunity to
learn about their rights as a renter, learn about affordable housing opportunities for lower economic citizens in
Minnesota, and take action on current legislation increasing funding for affordable housing in our state. MPIRG
distributed Renter’s Rights Guides, fact sheets, and had students sign postcards for the Housing Solutions Act.

Show for the Streets

MPIRG’s Week of Action culminated in rock show in Dinkytown called Show for the Streets. The show featured
formerly homeless musicians and all proceeds went to Homeless against Homelessness, a local organization of
former homeless people working to end homelessness in Minnesota. MPIRG students collected donations from
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local businesses for the event’s raffle that raised $100. In addition, MPIRG students raised another $400 dollars in
donations at the door. Between each act MPIRG students took to the stage to educate students and community
members about homeless issues in Minnesota. Almost 150 people attended the event and 98 people signed
postcards encouraging the passage of the Housing Solutions Act.

Housing Solutions Summit

The Minnesota Housing Solutions Coalition organized the Housing Solutions Summit, an event to celebrate
victories from the last legislative session, but also to discuss future goals for the future session. MPIRG sent four
legislative interns who will be directing MPIRG’s legislative work to learn about the current legislation. The event
also gave MPIRG students the ability to meet the legislative and community leaders on the issue and set up
subsequent meetings to learn how to talk about the issue with decision makers. MPIRG students were also able to
meet with leading politicians on the Housing Solutions Act and learn about what is important to discuss with other
legislators.

Hunger Banquet

MPIRG students organized a Hunger Banquet that educated students, faculty, and staff on the disparities of food
distribution throughout the world. Participants drew cards upon entry dictating what economic class they were. As
the lower class, the majority of people sat on the floor and ate rice. A small portion of people represented the
middle class and they were fed rice and beans. A slim number of people were seated at elegantly decorated tables,
listened to live classical music, and had a four course meal. Speakers from local organization presented during the
meal and all proceeds were dedicated to local and international relief organization. 48 students participated.

STOPPING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Self Defense Workshop

MPIRG’s Women'’s Issues Task Force worked with the Women’s Student Activist Collective to put on two self
defense workshops. These workshops gave young women, as well as young men, the skills they needed to protect
themselves in situations in which they feel physically threatened. The event featured a mindset discussion on gender
roles and hierarchy in American culture and society. About 50 students participated in the two workshops.

Vagina Monologues

MPIRG organized two performances of the Vagina Monologues, Eve Ensler’s groundbreaking play dedicated to
breaking the silence around issues of sexual violence against women. About 300 people attended the two
performances and MPIRG raised about $2,500 for Breaking Free, a local organization dedicated to lifting women
out of prostitution.

Take Back the Night

Take Back the Night was a metro-wide march and rally to raise awareness about the problems of domestic and
sexual violence. In order to bring awareness to and end domestic abuse, it is necessary that there be much more
discussion on this topic across age, gender, culture and sexual orientation lines. Take Back the Night gives a face
and a voice to all of those who are silenced by violence and sexual exploitation.

CAMPUS SUSTAINABILITY

Light Bulb Give Away

MPIRG students attached “whoa!” facts about global climate change to 250 energy efficient light bulbs. About 10
MPIRG students set up a table in Coffman Union to distribute the light bulbs, educate students about global climate
change, and get students to sign post cards to Gov. Pawlenty asking him to increase clean energy in Minnesota.
MPIRG educated 250 students and had 177 students sign postcards to the governor.
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Light Bulb Door Knock

The Saturday before Halloween, 40 MPIRG students and community members dressed in costumes to do a reverse
Halloween Trick or Treat. Rep. Phyllis Khan gave an inspirational speech about taking action on global climate
change before students took to Dinkytown Neighborhoods to speak with their peers about the issue and hand out
free energy efficient light bulbs. MPIRG knocked on almost 800 doors in student heavy neighborhoods, leaving
educational materials at each door. The MPIRG students distributed more than 600 light bulbs to students in the
community and had 277 people sign postcards to Gov. Pawlenty asking him to increase renewable energy in
Minnesota.

Clean Energy Lobby Day

MPIRG organized a clean energy lobby day dedicated to educating students on energy issues in Minnesota, how the
legislative process works, and how to meet with legislators. Almost 150 students attend the issue briefings, lobby
trainings, and lobby day. MPIRG helped to organize a Clean Car Show on the steps of the capitol with a press
conference featuring organizational speakers and legislators supportive of the clean car standards.

President’s Climate Commitment

MPIRG students spent the semester educating faculty and administration on the President’s Climate Commitment, a
national climate change agreement that sets time tables to reduce carbon emissions from campus that over 450
schools have signed. MPIRG organized a meeting with more than 25 influential faculty, staff, and students
concerned about the issue, and the President’s Office. After much behind the scenes education and meetings,
President Bruininks signed on to the Commitment.

Forum with the Governor

MPIRG worked with the Will Steger Foundation to host a student forum at the University of St. Thomas. The
forum included a student panel educating the governor on various campus sustainability initiatives including the U
of M Twin Cities and Morris campuses. In addition, the governor spoke with Arctic explorer Will Steger on the
very real threat of Global Warming as Steger has documented with firsthand experience. The two speakers took
questions and comments from the student audience of about 400.

DETOX MINNESOTA

Not Just a Pretty Face

In conjunction with the Campaign for Safe Cosmetics and the Healthy Legacy Coalition, MPIRG hosted Stacy
Malkan author of Not Just a Pretty Face: The ugly side of the beauty industry. The talk, followed by a panel,
focused on toxins, cosmetics and other hygiene products. Samples of safer alternatives were handed out to event
participants. The Minnesota Daily reported almost 250 students and community members attended.

Detox Minnesota Forum

MPIRG students educated a panel discussion with local science and policy experts to discuss Bisphenol A and
Phthalates, two of the most hazardous chemicals found in common plastics we use everyday. The panel included
State Representative Karen Clark who authored legislation in the last legislative session asking for a ban of these
two chemicals in Minnesota. About 15 students attended the event and signed postcards to their city councilors
asking for a ban on the chemicals in Minneapolis.

Detox Meeting with Mayor R.T. Rybak’s Office

MPIRG students met with the Minneapolis Mayor’s public health advisor to discuss a ban on Bisphenol A and
Phthalates in Minneapolis. A similar ban was passed last year in San Francisco and then in the entire state of
California. The mayor’s advisor was receptive to the issue and hinted towards other political leaders concerns with
the chemicals. MPIRG hopes to ban these chemicals in Minneapolis, St. Paul, Northfield, and Duluth to pressure
the state government to enact a statewide ban.
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MPIRG Events Fall 2008

DEMOCRACY

Welcome Week Registration

First year programming invited MPIRG to be the sole organization to do voter registration of the 5500 new first year
students coming to the university. On Saturday, a dozen MPIRG students registered nine hundred students during
the three hour U-Topia event alone. Students who participated in service learning projects and the Darfur
symposium were also registered by MPIRG students. During the weekend, over 1300 first year students were
registered.

Farmers Market Registration

During the Wednesday farmers markets, four to six MPIRG students registered voters during the market. On
average, MPIRG students registered five to ten voters an hour which made farmers markets one of the best ways to
reach potential youth voters.

Tabling with Vote-Smart.org

At a table in September, MPIRG teamed up with Vote-Smart.org, a nonpartisan youth voter education organization,
to distribute voter education guides on Congressional elections put together by Vote-Smart.org. At the table, MPIRG
students registered sixty students during the event and answered questions about Minnesota election law.

Youth Vote Residence Hall Tables

MPIRG tabled in Middlebrook, Centennial, Pioneer, and Frontier Halls to register voters. In Middlebrook, MPIRG
participated in a hall event sponsored by the residence hall staff focused on getting out the youth vote. In Pioneer,
MPIRG participated in voter registration for the Vice Presidential debate. Over thirty students attended the event.
MPIRG students also were available to answer many questions about Minnesota’s election laws.

KARE 11 Visit

In September, KARE 11 visited campus to interview MPIRG’s executive Director, Josh Winters, about youth voter
engagement. The interview took place in front of Coffman Union. Ten MPIRG students helped out during the
interview and registered voters. In the one hour KARE 11 was on campus, MPIRG students registered over seventy
students.

59B State House Debate

MPIRG sponsored the 59B House debate between Ole Hovde, incumbent Phyllis Kahn and Ron Lescheid. Sixty
students attended the debate which was sponsored by MPIRG, the MN Republic and the Minnesota Student
Association. Following the debate, candidates made themselves available to greet students and answer any of their
questions that were not covered during the debate.

‘Amendment’ Forum

MPIRG sponsored a voter education event with Eco Watch around the amendment on the November ballot. The
event was nonpartisan and explored both sides of the issue represented by organizations that were in support and
opposed the amendment. Two dozen students attended the forum and MPIRG distributed election information and
registered voters.

Voter Registration Blow-Out

For the last three days of voter registration, MPIRG had tables at Northrup Plaza, West Bank Plaza and in front of
Coffman. Dozens of MPIRG students staffed tables for seven hours each day. Because of the Blow-Out, MPIRG
successfully registered over six hundred students in three days.

President Debate Party
For the third and final Presidential Debate, MPIRG sponsored a debate watching party with the Minnesota Student
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Association and the Whole Music Club. Voter information was handed out and MPIRG students helped find their
polling locations. Over 120 students attended the debate party.

Dinkytown Blitz

Six MPIRG students went through Dinkytown on a Thursday night to collect pledges to vote from students.
Covering the bars, students collected three dozen pledges to vote from fellow students. They also answered
questions about the upcoming election and helped find polling locations.

Get Out The Vote Clipboarding
MPIRG students clipboarded on the Washington Avenue bridge to collect voter pledges from students. During the
four days of clipboarding, the six MPIRG volunteers collected over two hundred voter pledges.

Get Out The Vote Phonebank

From the weekend prior until the close of the polls, MPIRG phonebanked registered voters and people who filled
out the voter pledges. Two dozen students volunteered to make phone calls. Four thousand young voters were
contacted during the phonebanking drive. MPIRG students answered questions about the elections and helped find
polling locations.

GOTY Dorm Blitz

MPIRG was one of the only organizations given permission to enter residence halls on the day of the election to get
students out to vote. Three dozen students knocked in every residence hall on campus, which totaled roughly three
thousand five hundred doors. Voter guides were distributed as well as information about same day voter registration
and what pieces of identification are needed at voting locations.

Canvassing

During the same time phonebanking was happening, MPIRG engaged in a massive canvassing drive targeted at
reaching voters in youth heavy districts. Students helped find where polling locations were located and also helped
answer questions about voting and what was needed to bring to the polls. Over one thousand doors were knocked
during the Get Out the Vote drive. Students distributed voter guides and answered questions about same day voter
registration and polling locations.

Bailey Halls Poll Transportation

MPIRG Volunteers gave free rides to students at the St. Paul campus to the Falcon Heights City Hall to vote. The
route, which ran the evening of the election, gave rides to over two dozen students. Along the way, MPIRG students
answered any questions about voting.

FAIR TRADE

Fair Trade Coffee Tasting

In an endeavor to enlighten students about the quality taste of coffee that is still socially responsible four students
worked to organize a giveaway of PEACE coffee. A table was set up outside Coffman Union where for three hours
student volunteers handed out fresh, hot coffee to students passing in and out of the cold. While handing out coffee
students also handed out information and talked to fellow peers about why it’s important, as a consumer, to question
where your purchases come from and assure that those involved in the production of that product were treated and
compensated fairly.

Black Gold Film Screening

Striving to continue informing and educating students on the issue of fair trade, MPIRG students organized a film
screening of Black Gold a highly acclaimed documentary about the multi-billion dollar coffee industry makes huge
profits while coffee farmers are going bankrupt and not being properly compensated. The film raises a whole
spectrum of questions and notions about the issue of fair trade outside of coffee which students discussed after the
screening.
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Fair Trade Bazaar

Students were given the chance to attend a marketplace of businesses selling fair trade products while
simultaneously learning about the issue and ways to get involved. Upon entering the Mississippi Room of Coffman
Union, where the event took place, students were invited to cut the tag off of an item of their clothing and see where
that clothing was made and they then pinned that tag on a world map in that location, along with other students’
tags. This helped students visualize where a large portion of our clothing comes from and as a reminder to pay
attention to and know where the products you are purchasing originate. A t-shirt exchange also took place where
students were invited to bring in a t-shirt they no longer wanted and exchange it for another one. Samples of fair
trade PEACE Coffee and chocolate were available for tasting as well as purchasing. Students were encouraged to
participate in using iron on patches displaying symbols in promotion and support of fair trade policies and practices.
A total of a tweleve students worked together to bring ten local businesses and six other student organizations in one
location to help enrich the student body’s knowledge and awareness of this issue.

ENVIRONMENT AND CAMPUS SUSTAINABILITY

Green Jobs Rally

20 students came out to the west bank plaza on campus to rally in support of green jobs in Minnesota. Green jobs
are jobs that work towards cleaning up the environment, decreasing our global carbon footprint, and promote
environmental and social sustainability. Students handed out information while discussing with their peers about the
need for green jobs in Minnesota. MPIRG also had students sign a petition to show their support and use their
signature on a banner saying “I’M READY” to display that U of M students are ready for green jobs. Students then
biked to the Glover-Sudduth Center for Economic Development and Urban Affairs to attend a community rally for
green jobs. They listened to speakers from the area inform them about the subject to have a deeper understanding of
large-scale importance and how it impacts a community on a local level as well.

Wind Power Forum

Students used positive examples, such as Morris College, of other campuses’ ability to build a wind turbine or use
wind power offsets to supply their energy needs with renewable sources. They set out to find out the feasibility and
support a similar system on the U of M campus might have. Students worked together to organize an event in which
students could come and learn more information about how this might work on our campus. They listened to
professors regarding wind power and how it can be used on campus. While enjoying live acoustic entertainment,
food, and drink, students were encouraged to write a letter to campus administration or a letter to the editor of the
MN Daily, to show the strong student support of renewable energy on campus. Forty students attended the event and
wrote over three dozen letters.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS

Voter Engagement at Shelters

MPIRG’s Affordable Housing & Homelessness task force was one of the only student organizations attending area
shelters to register and education residents. Six students attended events at People Serving People and Sharing
Caring Hands and Mary’s Place. Voter guides were distributed and questions were answered. Over one hundred
people from the community were registered during MPIRG’s educational forums.

Hearing at the Capital

Students got a chance to sit in on a hearing of the Minnesota Commission to End Homelessness by 2020 and the
Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless. The Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless listened to stories, comments,
and testimonies from those dedicated and active in fighting homelessness in Minnesota to help determine what's
needed to most efficiently tackle the problem. MPIRG has been working with Michael Dahl and Mike Davey from
the Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless to create an alliance to improve MPIRG's network of resources in the
community and help improve the quantity and quality of knowledge on homelessness.
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Qualitative Measures:

The MPIRG chapter at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities has very active and dedicated members. Each year,
we hold many events such as the Student Organizing Conference, Candidate Debates, forums on many of our issues,
the Take Back the Night rally and march, “The Vagina Monologues”, voter registration drives, and informational
movie nights. MPIRG’s work teaches students to be lifelong active citizens and enriches the college experience.

MPIRG evaluates its degree of long-term success by reaching the following goals:

¥
¥

¥

¥

¥

To assist the University to fulfill its land-grant obligation to better the surrounding community.

To provide students with practical experience and leadership opportunities in nonprofit management and
operation.

To engage students, youth and the disenfranchised, and equip them to be lifelong leaders and citizen-
activists for the public interest.

To overcome the state’s public-participation deficit through accomplishment of the above-mentioned goals,
thereby strengthening our democracy.

To achieve victories that are tangible and directly benefit the public good.

MPIRG evaluates its degree of short-term success by reaching the following goals:

¥

¥

To involve and educate as many students and community members as possible in MPIRG’s campaigns as
well as in politics in general; and to do so in a democratic, nonpartisan and open fashion.

To engage cultural organizations in dialogue and foster lines of communication between different cultures
at the University and to assist those groups in having their opinions and concerns heard by decision-makers
and society at large.

Additionally, MPIRG sets goals for each of our campaigns and reviews the following expectations to determine if
our goals have been met:

Affordable Higher Education

¥
¥

¥
¥

The advancement of legislation that provides debt relief for students.

The increase of programs, both on and off campus, that increase the availability of affordable textbook
options.

The reduction in textbook prices at the University bookstore.

Working with faculty and departments to establish practices where faculty will inform students of all
acceptable textbooks for courses, so that students may purchase the most affordable textbooks.

Affordable Housing & Homelessness

K K K K

K K

¥
¥
¥

The passage of the Housing Solutions Act through the Minnesota State Legislature.

The reauthorization of the Homeless and Runaway Youth Act.

The reauthorization of the Ready to Launch Act.

The development of strong partnerships with community-based organizations working on affordable
housing and homelessness.

The distribution of Renter’s Rights, Homeless Rights, and Path out of Homelessness handbooks.

The development of “Campus Kitchen” programs on MPIRG college and university campuses and in
businesses in the community.

2,000 students trained in event planning and organizing, fundraising and grant writing, issue advocacy,
campaign strategy, and vision formulation.

2,500 students/community members attending events such as Affordable Housing Teach-ins and Forums.
3,500 community members taking action steps in public policy.

The number and diversity of community groups working in coalition with MPIRG.

Renewable Energy, Campus Sustainability, and Detox Minnesota

¥

Coordinate educational events to educate students about environmental and energy issues.
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¥

Hold annual “Dorm Wars” with the goal of reducing energy usage in the dorms by 25% for the
duration of the competition.

Promote campus sustainability through campus projects that fit the needs of the University, such
as wind turbines and green building design.

Reduce total annual energy usage for the University by 10%.

Organize students and community members to advocate for a statewide Clean Cars standard
calling for 30% reduction in tailpipe emissions by 2016.

The passage of legislation banning the harmful chemical Bisphenol-A from consumer products.
The passage of legislation reforming the process through which chemicals are evaluated for use in
children’s products.

Fair Trade & Ethical Purchasing

¥

Creation and distribution of a Fair Trade informational guidebook regarding the problems that free trade
can create, how Fair Trade works and the benefits of it, where local Fair Trade businesses are located, ways
to get involved in the Fair Trade movement and how to learn more about Fair Trade.

Working with the University’s Designated Suppliers Program Working Group to ensure that clothing
purchased and sold by the University is made under ethical conditions.

Development of a Fair Trade resource website to provide an easily accessible and interactive resource for
individuals interested in expanding the Fair Trade community. The site will include: an explanation of how
Fair Trade works and the benefits of Fair Trade, an online question and answer service, multiple case
studies on Fair Trade, the results of our campus and community survey, a map of local Fair Trade providers
and links to other Fair Trade resources.

Coordination of a coalition of fellow students, college faculty and staff, campus administration, local
businesses, and the broader community to persuade colleges and universities to create and establish more
Fair Trade contracts with campus dining services, campus vendors and local businesses.

Organizing multiple educational events, such as teach-ins, forums, bazaars, debates, and speakers on
campus to educate individuals about Fair Trade issues and how they can get involved with the Project.

‘Who will be Involved in Evaluating the Work
The student participants evaluate the events, campaigns and programs. Some of the methods that MPIRG uses for
establishing and evaluating goals include:

¥

Issues & Actions: Any student or community member, fee-paying or not, can propose a statewide program.
In late April, the Issues and Actions conference is held, proposals are discussed, ballots are reviewed, and
fee-paying students vote to determine MPIRG campaigns.

Twelve Month Planning: Once the issues are chosen, an annual planning process allows students to
redefine the organization and its goals to best address the chosen issues. These goals are evaluated
throughout the year.

Semester Workplans: The State Board of Directors, its committees, the campus chapters, their task forces,
the statewide campaigns and projects, and individual staff and interns all develop semester workplans.
Monthly Staff Reports: Each month staff members submit detailed reports to the State Board on their
progress; these are supplemented by a review of each part of the organization by the Executive Director.
Staff Reviews: All staff and interns, as well as the State Board Chair and Vice Chair, are evaluated mid-
year and at the end of the academic year on their individual performance and their performance in meeting
workplan and organization goals.

Event Evaluations: Campus chapters use a detailed form to evaluate each event or action after it has been
completed.

Chapter Evaluations: All chapter members are asked to complete an evaluation of the performance of their
chapter, their own involvement, and the work of the Campus Organizer in conjunction with the mid-year
and end of the academic year staff reviews.

How Evaluation Results will be Used
Evaluation results will be used to determine the direction of the campaign. Evaluations will focus primarily on
strengthening the collaborative nature of the campaign’s work and giving students feedback on the successes of the
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campaign; they can then use this feedback to make informed and educated decisions about strategic next steps and
planning for the future of the campaign at the next Issues & Actions conference.

MPIRG Programming 2009/2010
(This is the list of anticipated events. Participation numbers and survey results cannot be
included until they are complete.)

Voter Registration for City Elections

City Council and Mayoral Candidate Debates

Voter Guide Distribution

Get Out The Vote Activities

Caucus Trainings

Affordable Higher Education Lobby Day

Forum on Higher Education Costs

Welcome Week Symposium on Higher Education Costs
Environmental Educational Activities

Campus Sustainability Forum

Welcome Week Environmental Service Learning Project
Earth Week Activities (Eco Fairs, Bike Workshop, River Cleanup, etc)
Campus Wars

Fair Trade Bazaars (One at Welcome Week)

Fair Trade Forum

Affordable Housing and Homelessness Forum

Campus Kitchen Establishments

Biweekly visits to homeless shelters

Domestic Violence Forum

Welcome Week Symposium on Ending Domestic Violence
Take Back the Night

The Vagina Monologues

A variety of additional program related events

2009/2010 MPIRG Program Events

AFFFORDABLE HIGHER EDUCATION CAMPAIGN

MPIRG’s Affordable Higher Education Campaign will tackle the issue using education, campus policy initiatives,
and state legislation. MPIRG will organize several events to educate students on the rising cost of higher education,
the rising amount of student debt, and the increasing costs of textbooks. MPIRG will work with the campus
bookstore and faculty to lower the cost of textbooks on campus. MPIRG will also build a statewide coalition of
student organizations to draft state legislation aimed at student debt relief, work to introduce the legislation b
building diverse support among state legislators, and lobby to pass this legislation. These are the programs that we
have planned for the 2009/2010 academic year with additional events being organized as needed.

Affordable Higher Education Lobby Day
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MPIRG will organize students to head to the capitol to lobby for lower tuition and book costs in hopes that we can
lower the overall cost of attending college in Minnesota. MPIRG will reach out to the Minnesota State University
Student Association, the Minnesota State College Students Association, the Minnesota Association of Private
College Students as well as student governments at each of the U of M system schools so that we can create a united
front for all college students in Minnesota to reduce the overall cost of tuition, reduce the level of debt, work to
provide debt relief, and increase grants and financial aid. Students will receive briefings on the proposed legislation
as well as training in meeting with decision makers and lobby strategies. Food and beverages will be provided to
participants.

Target attendance: 350

Higher Education Issue Forum

The Higher Education task force will hold a forum about the rising cost of tuition and what students can do on
campus and at the state legislature. The forum will bring together student and staff panelists that have been working
on the issue in Minnesota. The forum will also discuss the rising cost of textbooks and various solutions including
book swaps and rental program. Snacks and beverages will be provided to those who attend. MPIRG will promote
the event through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social
network sites.

Target attendance: 200

ENVIRONMENTAL CAMPAIGN

MPIRG’s environmental campaign has three focuses: chemical policy reform, campus sustainability, and clean
energy policy. MPIRG will tackle these issues through education, campus policy, and state legislation. Speakers,
forums, and panel discussions will educate students on the various problems related to these issues, but also the
necessary solutions that must be implemented. MPIRG will work with campus administration, food service, and
facilities management to implement campus policies that reduce students’ exposure to harmful toxic chemicals and
promote clean energy use and conservation on campus. MPIRG will work with statewide coalitions to bring the
great work we do on campus to the state legislature and advocate for clean energy legislation and chemical policy
reforms. These are the programs that we have planned for the 2009/2010 academic year with additional events
being organized as needed.

Environment and Energy Lobby Day

MPIRG will send students to the capitol to lobby for improvements in the state’s environmental practices and
policies. The Lobby Day will include issue briefings on relevant environmental and energy policies for the 2010
legislative session, and trainings on basic citizen lobbying skills. Food and beverages will be provided to
participants. MPIRG will work with other organizations on campus and in the community to promote the event as
well as using more traditional tactics such as posters, flyers, class announcements. In addition, MPIRG will work to
partner with relevant campus departments, the Office of Sustainability, student governments, and other important
campus entities.

Target attendance: 200

Campus Sustainability Forum

MPIRG will bring together students from the U of M and other campuses in the Twin Cities metro area to discuss
campus sustainability initiatives. This discussion will focus on energy, transportation, waste management, and food
service. Food and beverages will be provided to those who attend. MPIRG will promote the event through class
and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

Target attendance: 100

Energy Policy in Minnesota Forum
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MPIRG will bring together influential legislators and environmental leaders to discuss the future of energy in
Minnesota. The speakers will discuss upcoming legislation and what it means while offering students opportunities
to get involved. Following the event a reception will be held for students to interact with the legislators and
environmental leaders. Food and beverages will be provided. MPIRG will promote the event through class and
student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

Target attendance: 100

U of M Campus Sustainability Panel Discussion

MPIRG’s Environmental Task Force will bring together all of the relevant campus leaders such as student
organizations, student governments, the Office of Sustainability, the Institute on the Environment, University Dining
Services, Facility Management, and Parking and Transportation Services to discuss the University’s ability to be
more environmentally sustainable. The discussion will include an extended question and answer period that will
allow for student input. A reception will follow the panel and refreshments will be provided.

Target attendance: 100

Campus Wars

MPIRG will organize this annual event that challenges residence halls to conserve energy for one month. Each hall
has an energy audit at the beginning and end of the month and the hall that conserves the most energy wins a prize.
The U of M is then challenged against other colleges in Minnesota, nationally, and in Canada and Australia. The
event teaches students basic ways that they can reduce their energy consumption in their daily lives. MPIRG
launches an educational campaign through teach-ins, flyers, posters and tabling in residence halls.

Target attendance: 4,000

Chemical Policy Reform Panel Discussion

MPIRG’s Environmental Sustainability task force will hold a panel discussion educating students on toxic chemicals
in consumer products. The panelists will also talk about smart products to purchase and legislation at the state and
federal level working to establish broad framework for chemical regulation. There will also be a discussion about
green chemistry and what the University of Minnesota is doing on this cutting edge front. Food and beverages will
be provided to those who attend. MPIRG will promote the event through class and student organization
announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

Target attendance: 75

Tour of Nuclear Power Plant

Minnesota struggles to identify its energy sources amid the mounting science that fossil fuels are causing global
warming. MPIRG will organize a group of students to tour the nuclear power facility in Monticello, MN to learn
about the possibility of increasing the use of nuclear power. MPIRG will promote the event to students on campus
and other student organizations concerned about the energy crisis in Minnesota.

Target attendance: 50

FAIR TRADE CAMPAIGN

MPIRG’s Fair Trade Campaign will have a two part approach to address the issue; education and campus policy.
MPIRG will hold several educational events aimed at informing students on the inequities of the current global trade
system and what they can do in their individual lives to support equity for farmers and workers in the developing
world through smart purchasing. MPIRG will also work with campus administration and purchasing entities to
affect campus policy. This will include getting more fair trade products on campus such as bananas, chocolate, and
rice. In addition, MPIRG will work with the President’s Office to sign on to the Designated Supplier Program
supporting ethical purchasing of University apparel and athletic uniforms. These are the programs that we have
planned for the 2009/2010 academic year with additional events being organized as needed.

Fair Trade Bazaar
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MPIRG’s Fair Trade Task Force will host a Fair Trade Bazaar to showcase products and vendors from around the
area that are fair trade certified. This event will allow students to explore and discover fair trade products, and will
educate them on ethical trade and business practices. By bringing together a variety of organizations and vendors
students have the opportunity to learn from a diverse number of resources on the issues surrounding trade policy.
The event will serve fair trade food and beverages and will be advertised through class and student organization
announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

Target attendance: 800

Fair Trade Issue Forum

MPIRG’s Fair Trade task force will hold a forum with experts on trade policy to discuss and educate students about
the inequities of the global free trade market and the institutions set up to regulate it. The forum will discuss
alternative trade policies that work towards improving human rights and protect the environment. MPIRG will work
to co-sponsor the event with various campus departments and relevant campus entities. MPIRG will promote the
event through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social
network sites.

Target attendance: 120

Designated Supplier Forum

MPIRG will hold a forum on the Designated Supplier Program, which would ensure that all University apparel is
sweatshop-free. The forum will host speakers with different perspectives on the issue and seeks to raise awareness
about the issue and incite conversation on campus. MPIRG will publicize this event by hanging posters and tabling.
The event will serve fair trade food and beverages and will be advertised through class and student organization
announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

Target Attendance: 50

AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS CAMPAIGN

MPIRG’s Affordable Housing and Homelessness Campaign tackles this issue with education, direct service, campus
policy, and legislative advocacy. MPIRG will hold several educational events informing students on homeless
issues in Minnesota. Each week students will have the opportunity to engage in direct service in the community and
MPIRG will organize fundraising events for local relief shelters. In addition, MPIRG will work with campus
administrators and University Dining Services to implement the Campus Kitchen Program at the U of M. MPIRG
will also work with statewide coalitions to pass legislation that works to create more affordable housing in
Minnesota. These are the programs that we have planned for the 2009/2010 academic year with additional events
being organized as needed.

Affordable Housing and Homelessness Issue Forum

The Affordable Housing and Homelessness task force will hold a forum to provide students with information about
homelessness and housing issues in the metro area. Speakers with expertise on homelessness in Minnesota will
discuss what students can do in their local communities as well as state and federal legislation. Refreshments will
be provided following the event so that students have the opportunity to individually approach speakers and ask
questions. MPIRG will promote the event through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads,
flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

Target attendance: 50

Renters Rights Workshop

MPIRG will bring in legal experts to educate students on their rights when renting off campus housing. These
experts will be able to review current and future leases for students and answer questions for students on any current
problems they may have with their landlord. MPIRG will promote the event through class and student organization
announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

Target attendance: 300
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Hunger Banquet

The Affordable Housing and Homelessness task force will hold a Hunger Banquet to raise money for a local
homeless shelter. Attendees will be divided along class lines, and meals of varying quality will be given to each
class: low, middle, and upper. A speaker with a connection to the issue will address the crowd, and discussion about
hunger and homelessness in Minnesota will ensue. The point of this event is to raise awareness for the issue while
also raising money for a shelter. We will publicize this event by hanging posters and tabling.

Target attendance: 100

Residence Halls Dump and Run

MPIRG will provide collection boxes when students are moving out at the end of the semester to gather unwanted
clothes and other items that are still in good condition. MPIRG will then donate these items to area homeless
shelters. We will publicize this event by hanging posters and placing marked boxes in the residence halls.

Target Participants: 2,000

Homeless Benefit Concert

MPIRG students will organize a series of local musicians to play at a venue focused on raising money for local
homeless relief organizations. The event will accept a financial contribution as well as nonperishable food items
and clothing for entrance. Student and community organizations will be encouraged to table and educate students
on their work and how they can get involved in ending homelessness in Minnesota. MPIRG will work to co-sponsor
the event with other social and political organizations and promote the event through class and student organization
announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

Target attendance: 400

Community Service Opportunity

MPIRG will organize college students to volunteer at local shelters and temporary housing facilities in the metro
area. This bi-weekly event will help educate students on the need for affordable housing in Minnesota and the
devastation homelessness has on families and communities in Minnesota. MPIRG will work to co-sponsor the
event with other social and political organizations and promote the event through class and student organization
announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

Target attendance: 250

Campus Kitchen Forum

MPIRG students will invite students and staff from the Campus Kitchen Programs at Augsburg College and the
Mankato State University to meet with and educate the University Dining Services on the benefits of the Campus
Kitchen Program and what it would mean for the U of M. MPIRG would work to recruit a diversity of students
from the University to give their input as well. MPIRG will work to co-sponsor the event with other social and
political organizations and promote the event through class and student organization announcements, posters, print
ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

Target attendance: 75

Campus and Community Food Drive

MPIRG students will organize this service event collecting nonperishable food items on campus by placing
accessible bins around campus for food collection. In addition, MPIRG will reach out to the community by
organizing tables at local grocery stores and collecting food items from the customers. MPIRG will use this
opportunity to educate other students and community members about homelessness in Minnesota and what they can
do to help improve affordable housing in Minnesota.

Target attendance: 2,000

Hunger Clean-up

Over a weekend MPIRG will organize dozens of community service opportunities at local housing and hunger relief
organizations for students to participate in. Students will sign up to participate in advance and work to get pledges
of $5, $10, or $20 for each hour they are volunteering from friends, parents, professors etc. The money will then be
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donated to a local relief organization that the students choose. Food and beverages will be provided for the students
who participate. MPIRG will work to co-sponsor the event with other social and political organizations and
promote the event through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and
social network sites.

Target attendance: 300

Homeless Awareness Sleep Out

MPIRG will organize students to spend a night sleeping outside to get the experience that homeless people feel
every night as well as educate others on their commitment to ending homelessness in Minnesota. MPIRG will invite
speakers from local homeless relief organizations to learn what more they can do. MPIRG will also invite state
legislators to lobby them on the upcoming legislation working to provide more affordable housing and services for
homeless people. MPIRG will promote the event through class and student organization announcements, posters,
print ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

Target attendance: 150

Affordable Housing and Homelessness Lobby Day

MPIRG’s Affordable Housing and Homelessness task force will work closely with the Minnesota Coalition for the
Homeless to organize a Lobby Day focused on more affordable housing units in the metro area. Students will gain
direct experience in the legislative process, and learn about issues related to affordable housing and homelessness in
Minnesota. MPIRG will work with organizations on campus and other relevant campus entities to promote the
Lobby Day as well as other traditional promotional tactics.

Target attendance: 75

Ending Domestic Violence Campaign

MPIRG will address the issues of sexual assault, domestic violence, and violence against women by educating
students on the issues, but also on services on campus and in the community that are available to victims. MPIRG
will also organize an event to raise money for a battered women’s shelter. Additionally, MPIRG will work with
statewide coalitions to advocate at the state legislature on these issues. These are the programs that we have planned
for the 2009/2010 academic year with additional events being organized as needed.

Ending Domestic Violence Panel Discussion

The Women’s Initiatives task force will hold a forum about ending violence against women and children. The forum
will provide information about the violence that is taking place in our community and state how to most effectively
counter it. The panelists will talk about local solutions on campus and in the community, as well as legislation
happening the state and federal level. MPIRG will promote the event through class and student organization
announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

Target attendance: 100

Sexual Assault Teach-ins

MPIRG students will hold teach-ins in each of the residence halls educating students on the various programs
available on campus to victims of sexual assault. Information will be distributed to those who attend, but will also
be left in the residence halls for other students to have access to. MPIRG will work with Community Advisors in
the residence halls to promote the events as well as more traditional promotional tactics such as posters and flyers.
Target attendance: 250

Take Back the Night

MPIRG will organize this annual event dedicated to calling for an end to violence against women and reclaiming the
streets to be safe at night. MPIRG will work with student and community organizations in the metro area to bring a
diversity of speakers and entertainment. The event will educate students on the issues surrounding violence against
women, educate them on service providers for victims of sexual assault, and act as that inspirational event to keep
this great work moving forward. MPIRG will work to co-sponsor the event with other social and political
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organizations and promote the event through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads,
flyers, list serves, and social network sites. Food and beverages will be provided to event participants.
Target attendance: 1000

St. Paul Campus Vagina Monologues

MPIRG will organize this annual event based on Eve Ensler’s groundbreaking play dedicated to raise awareness
about sexual violence against women. Students will perform the monologues to educate their peers on these issues.
All proceeds from the event will be donated to a local women’s shelter chosen by the students. Various
organizational speakers and decision makers will be invited to speak. Food and beverages will be provided to the
cast and student organizers. MPIRG will work to co-sponsor the event with other social and political organizations
and promote the event through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves,
and social network sites.

Target attendance: 200

Minneapolis Campus Vagina Monologues

MPIRG will organize this annual event based on Eve Ensler’s groundbreaking play dedicated to raise awareness
about sexual violence against women. Students will perform the monologues to educate their peers on these issues.
All proceeds from the event will be donated to a local women’s shelter chosen by the students. Various
organizational speakers and decision makers will be invited to speak. Food and beverages will be provided to the
cast and student organizers. MPIRG will work to co-sponsor the event with other social and political organizations
and promote the event through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves,
and social network sites.

Target attendance: 200

Democracy Campaign

MPIRG’s focus on democracy will be voter registration and education, candidate debates and forums, and precinct
caucus trainings. These are the programs that we have planned for the 2009/2010 academic year with additional
events being organized as needed.

Precinct Caucus Trainings

MPIRG will again reach out to both the Minnesota Student Association and Graduate and Professional Student
Assembly to organize precinct caucus trainings for students on campus. With a curriculum developed by the
Minnesota Council of Nonprofits the training gives students a comprehensive overview of the caucus process, how
to introduce resolutions and how to run for various leadership positions. MPIRG will work with the student
governments and relevant campus departments to promote the trainings on the West Bank, East Bank, and St. Paul
Campus. Food and beverages will be provided to those who participate.

Target attendance: 250 (including all trainings combined attendance)

St. Paul Mayoral Debate

MPIRG will host a debate featuring candidates in the mayoral race for St. Paul. Attendees will learn information
about the candidates and the issues most important in their community. This will also provide the candidates with an
opportunity to make their voices heard among the student population. MPIRG will also register students to vote and
help them find their polling location. A reception including a meet and greet with the candidates will follow the
debate. Food and beverages will be provided. MPIRG will work to co-sponsor the event with other social and
political organizations and promote the event through class and student organization announcements, posters, print
ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

Target attendance: 250

Minneapolis City Council Debate

MPIRG will host a debate featuring candidates in the Minneapolis City Council races. Attendees will learn
information about the candidates and the issues most important in their community. This will also provide the
candidates with an opportunity to make their voices heard among the student population. MPIRG will work with the
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political science department to develop prepared question. A question and answer with the candidates will follow.
A reception including a meet and greet with the candidates will follow the debate. Food and beverages will be
provided. MPIRG will work to co-sponsor the event with other social and political organizations and promote the
event through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social
network sites.

Target attendance: 100

Minneapolis Mayoral Debate

MPIRG will host a debate featuring candidates in the mayoral race for Minneapolis. Attendees will learn
information about the candidates and the issues most important in their community. This will also provide the
candidates with an opportunity to make their voices heard among the student population. MPIRG will also register
students to vote and help them find their polling location. A reception including a meet and greet with the
candidates will follow the debate. Food and beverages will be provided. MPIRG will work to cosponsor the event
with other social and political organizations and promote the event through class and student organization
announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

Target attendance: 400

Conferences and Trainings

Part of MPIRG’s mission is to develop the next generation of leaders and equip them with the skills they will need
to be effective. MPIRG will hold workshops and conferences that will educate students on the issues they are
concerned with and trainings that will give them the skills to be effective citizen activists. These are the programs
that we have planned for the 2009/2010 academic year with additional events being organized as needed.

Issues and Actions Conference

At MPIRG’s annual Issues and Actions conference, students and community members have the opportunity to
present various issues, campaigns, events, and legislation they think MPIRG should work on. Students in the
organization will vote on the campaigns and foci for the coming year. Students will be able to express their views
about the future of MPIRG, as well as hear the opinions of others in an open discussion at the conference. Food and
beverages will be provided. MPIRG will promote the Issues and Actions Conference to students and community
members through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social
network sites.

Target attendance: 100

Statewide Fall Retreat

At MPIRG’s Fall Retreat, students from across the state come together and spend two days attending skill trainings
in areas such as campaign planning, public speaking, research, event organizing, working with the media, volunteer
recruitment and management, meeting with decision makers and meeting facilitation. U of M students also meet
with students from across the state to set campaign goals, discuss campaign strategies, and figure out areas for
collaboration. In addition, student leaders meet to develop and evaluate MPIRG’s organizational strategic planning
process. The retreat requires meeting space as well as food and beverages for the weekend. This event is open to all
students and will take place next October.

Target attendance: 50

Minnesota Student Organizing Conference

MPIRG will organize Minnesota’s largest student organizing conference this fall that will bring students from across
the state to the University of Minnesota. Students will learn about a variety of issues related to affordable higher
education, democracy, affordable housing, and the environment through speakers and workshops. Students will also
attend skills trainings on working with the media, event organizing, campaign planning, and meeting with decision
makers. In addition, students will attend regional breakouts to identify areas for collaboration on their work. Food
and beverages will be provided. MPIRG will work to cosponsor the event with other social and political
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organizations and promote the event through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads,
flyers, list serves, and social network sites.
Target attendance: 250

Description of Impact at a 10 Percent Reduction in Fees Request

Please describe how your organization would function should the fees committee reduce your fees request
by 10 percent. What would be most greatly affected? Please provide specifics, including how a 10 percent
reduction would change the dollar amounts as oatlim your20092010expenses on the next page.

A ten percent reduction in MPIRG’s fees request would translate to a $1.54 per semester fee and approximately
$13,000 less in funding. MPIRG spends very little on overhead costs (such as rent and equipment) or high-cost
event expenses. Instead, most funds go to program work, staff positions and student internship opportunities.
Facing a 10% decrease in funds, MPIRG would have to suspend pay for the Organizing Intern positions or make a
full time campus organizing position part time. A part time campus organizer would mean fewer staff hours spent
on the oversight of the campus chapter and program work. This would directly affect the ability of the University of
Minnesota — Twin Cities chapter to put on events, work on issues, and do recruitment. The elimination of pay for
our student internships would mean that numerous students would not be able to apply for the position, in turn
decreasing the student opportunity to learn first-hand the skills needed for grassroots organizing. Students would
lose the hands-on experience of running a nonprofit organization, engagement as active citizens in public policy, and
transferring their grassroots organizing skills onto the next generation of students at the University. A 10%
reduction would limit MPIRG’s ability to teach students skills that reach beyond the classroom, as well as our
commitment of serving the University community.
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BUDGET

Complete the sections below, as it applies to your organization
Shaded sections are formulas and should not be changed
Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Student Organization Name:

INCOME ACTUAL PROJECTED REQUEST
2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010
Student Services Fees $ 76,970.01 $ 103,200.00 $ 130,000.00
Foundations $ 2,450.00 | [ $ 5,000.00 | [ $ 7,000.00
Corporations $ -
Individual Contributions $ -
Fundraising Measures $ - $ - $ 1,000.00
In-Kind Support $ -
Investment Income $ -
Grants Internal to UM (i.e. Administrative, Coke) $ 2,500.00 | [ $ 3,500.00 | [ $ 3,500.00
Grants External to UM $ -
Operation Reserves (should be 10%) $ -
Equipment Reserves (if applicable to your organization) $ -
Long Range Planning Reserves (if applicable to your organization) | $ -
Carry over from Previous year $ 4,330.72 $ 7,448.58 $ 9,626.55 [Must be 10% of Total Oper
Total Income $ 86,250.73 $ 119,148.58 $ 151,126.55
OPERATIONAL EXPENSES ACTUAL PROJECTED REQUEST
2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010
Salaries, Wages, and Stipends $ 24576.00 ([ $ 35,74457 | | $ 45,337.97
Insurance, Benefits, Taxes $ 5,406.72 | | $ 7,863.81 || $ 9,974.35
Consultants / Professional Fees $ 1293419 ([ $ 13,266.50 [ [ $ 13,300.00
Travel $ 2,920.23 $ 4,637.00 $ 2,500.00
Food $ 1,793.25 [ [ $ 2,34950 | [ $ 400.00
Equipment $ 944.66 $ 2,954.00 $ 3,000.00
Supplies $ 2,23069 | [ $ 2,397.00 | [ $ 3,000.00
Printing and Copying $ 3,840.47 | [ $ 3,840.47 | [ $ 3,840.47
Telephone and Fax $ 1,224.00 | | $ 2,572.00 | [ $ 2,000.00
Postage and Delivery $ 169.50 [ [ $ 666.50 | [ $ 400.00
Rent and Utilities $ 16,539.18 | [ $ 17,21050 | | $ 17,210.50
In-Kind Expenses $ -
Other (Specify) $ 1,906.91 [ [ $ 2,763.50 | [ $ 2,583.50
Total Operational Expenses $ 7448579 (% 96,265.35 | | $ 103,546.79
PROGRAMMING EXPENSES* ACTUAL PROJECTED REQUEST
2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010
Food $ 863.27 | | $ 2,651.34 | [$  7,445.00
Room Rental $ 647.45 | | $ 1,98850 [ [$  5,584.00
Advertising $ 1,079.09 $ 3,314.17 $ 9,307.00
Entertainment $ 43164 | | $ 1,325.67 [ [ $ 3,722.00
Travel $ -
Other $ 1,294.91 $ 3,977.00 $ 11,167.00
Total Programming Expenses $ 4,316.36 | | $ 13,256.68 | | $ 37,225.00
GRAND TOTAL EXPENSES $ 78,802.15 $ 109,522.03 $ 140,771.79
Difference (Income Less Expenses) $ 744858 [$ 9,626.55 | | $§ 10,354.76

* For the Programming/Project expenses, organizations must
provide a breakdown of the programming/projects that
comprise the total costs listed above. In turn, the sum of each
I"#$"%&&' ($)!"#*+,-./0,#/-10/1#2340%4402!0-#0-1+0-#-%3/03'/-
for each item. The Programming/Project breakdown sheet is
provided on the next page and should be duplicated for each
individual program/project. Breaking down your
#"'$%('5%-"#(.10!"#*+,-10%(40/2!13+&+(-'($06'-10(%""%-"7+0!%3
could alleviate the need to compile this information for the fees
committee at alater date.

2/13/2009



2008-2009 Student Organization Student Services Fees Request

University of Minfpesota - Twin Cities

htional Expenses

2/13/2009



2008-2009 Student Organization Student Services Fees Request
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group
Name of Program |Fair Trade Bazaar

Food $ 400.00

Room Rental $ 200.00

Advertising $ 150.00

Entertainment $ 200.00

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 253.00 |Fact Sheets on Issue
Program Total: $1,203

Narrative:

"#$%&'()*+,(-,*./(0%'123,4/(5+66/(73'0(*()*+,(-,*./(8%9**,(03('7354*'/(:,3.;40'(*<.(=/<.3,'(2,3>(

around the area that are fair trade certified. This event will allow students to explore and discover fair
trade products, and will educate them on ethical trade and business practices. By bringing together a
variety of organizations and vendors students have the opportunity to learn from a diverse number of
resources on the issues surrounding trade policy. The event will serve fair trade food and beverages
and will be advertised through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads,
flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Environment and Energy Lobby Day

Food $ 500.00

Room Rental $ 250.00

Advertising $ 150.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 250.00 |Tables, Chairs, and Podium Rental at Capitol
Program Total: $1,150.00

Narrative:

I"#$%(5+66('/<.('0;./<0'(03(07/(4*:+036(03(63??@(23,(+>:,3=/>/<0'(+<(07/('0*0/&'(/<=+,3<>/<0*6(
practices and policies. The Lobby Day will include issue briefings on relevant environmental and
energy policies for the 2010 legislative session, and trainings on basic citizen lobbying skills. Food
and beverages will be provided to participants. MPIRG will work with other organizations on campus
and in the community to promote the event as well as using more traditional tactics such as posters,
flyers, class announcements. In addition, MPIRG will work to partner with relevant campus
departments, the Office of Sustainability, student governments, and other important campus entities.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Affordable Higher Education Lobby Day

Food $1,000.00

Room Rentall $ 250.00

Advertising $ 150.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 250.00 |Tables, Chairs, and Podium Rental at the Capitol
Program Total: $1,650.00

Narrative:

MPIRG will organize students to head to the capitol to lobby for lower tuition and book costs in hopes
that we can lower the overall cost of attending college in Minnesota. MPIRG will reach out to the
Minnesota State University Student Association, the Minnesota State College Students Association,
the Minnesota Association of Private College Students as well as student governments at each of the
U of M system schools so that we can create a united front for all college students in Minnesota to
reduce the overall cost of tuition, reduce the level of debt, work to provide debt relief, and increase
grants and financial aid. Students will receive briefings on the proposed legislation as well as training
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PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Annual Issues and Actions Conference

Food $ 250.00

Room Rental $ 250.00

Advertising $ 250.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $1,350.00 |Speaker Honorarium and Informational Packets for Students
Program Total: $2,100.00

Narrative:

AO(I"H#PNE&' (*<<;*6(#";/'(*<.(A40+3<'(43<2/,/<4/B('0;./<0'(*<.(43>>;<+0@(>/>?/,'(7*=/(07/(

opportunity to present various issues, campaigns, events, and legislation they think MPIRG should
work on. Students in the organization will vote on the campaigns and foci for the coming year.
Students will be able to express their views about the future of MPIRG, as well as hear the opinions of
others in an open discussion at the conference. Food and beverages will be provided. MPIRG will
promote the Issues and Actions Conference to students and community members through class and
student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group \

Name of Program |Affordable Housing and Homelessness Issue Forum

Food $ 150.00
Room Rental $ 250.00
Advertising $ 200.00
Entertainment $ -
Travel $ -
Other (Specify) $ -
Program Total: $ 600.00
Narrative:

The Affordable Housing and Homelessness task force will hold a forum to provide students with
information about homelessness and housing issues in the metro area. Speakers with expertise on
homelessness in Minnesota will discuss what students can do in their local communities as well as
state and federal legislation. Refreshments will be provided following the event so that students have
the opportunity to individually approach speakers and ask questions. MPIRG will promote the event
through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and
social network sites.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Renter Rights Workshop

Food $ -

Room Rental $ 100.00

Advertising $ 400.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel

Other (Specify) $1,000.00 |Stipends for legal experts and Renter's Rights Guides to distribute
Program Total: $1,500.00

Narrative:

MPIRG will bring in legal experts to educate students on their rights when renting off campus housing.
These experts will be able to review current and future leases for students and answer questions for
students on any current problems they may have with their landlord. MPIRG will promote the event
through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and
social network sites.
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PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Fair Trade Issue Forum

Food $ 251.00

Room Rental $ 114.00

Advertising $ 150.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 500.00 |Honorarium for panelists
Program Total: $1,015.00

Narrative:

"#$%&'()*+,(-,*./(0*'1(23,4/(5+66(736.(*(23,;>(5+07(/C:/,0'(3<(0,*./(:36+4@(03(.+'4;"(*<.(/.;4*0/(
students about the inequities of the global free trade market and the institutions set up to regulate it.
The forum will discuss alternative trade policies that work towards improving human rights and protect
the environment. MPIRG will work to cosponsor the event with various campus departments and
relevant campus entities. MPIRG will promote the event through class and student organization
announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Ending Domestic Violence Panel Discussion

Food $ 250.00

Room Rental $ 200.00

Advertising $ 450.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 500.00 |Honorarium for panelists
Program Total: $1,400.00

Narrative:

-7/(D3>/<&'(#<+0+*0+=/'(0*'1(23,4/(5+66(736.(*(23,;>(*?3;0(/<.+<E(=+36/<4/(*E*+<'0(53>/<(*<.(
children. The forum will provide information about the violence that is taking place in our community
and state how to most effectively counter it. The panelists will talk about local solutions on campus
and in the community, as well as legislation happening the state and federal level. MPIRG will
promote the event through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers,
list serves, and social network sites.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group
Name of Program |Sexual Assault Teach ins

Food $ 400.00

Room Rental $ -

Advertising $ 500.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 500.00 |[Educational Materials to distribute
Program Total: $1,400.00

Narrative:

MPIRG students will hold teach-ins in each of the residence halls educating students on the various
programs available on campus to victims of sexual assault. Information will be distributed to those
who attend, but will also be left in the residence halls for other students to have access to. MPIRG
will work with Community Advisors in the residence halls to promote the events as well as more
traditional promotional tactics such as posters and flyers.
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PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group
Name of Program |Statewide Fall Retreat

Food $1,000.00

Room Rental $ 500.00

Advertising $ 101.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel

Other (Specify) $ 650.00 |Training Materials and Packets
Program Total: $2,251.00

Narrative:

AO("#$%&'()*66($/0,/*0B('0;./<0'(2,3>(*4,3"(07/('0*0/(43>/(03E/07/,(*<.(:/<.(053(.*@"(*00/<.+<E(
skill trainings in areas such as campaign planning, public speaking, research, event organizing,
working with the media, volunteer recruitment and management, meeting with decision makers and
meeting facilitation. U of M students also meet with students from across the state to set campaign
goals, discuss campaign strategies, and figure out areas for collaboration. In addition, student
6/*.1,'(>//0(03(./=/63:(*<.(/=*6;*0/(""#$%&'(3,E*<+9*0+3<*6('0,*0/E+4(:6*<<+<E(:,34/"I((-7/(,/0,/*0(
requires meeting space as well as food and beverages for the weekend. This event is open to all

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Campus Sustainability Forum

Food $ 180.00

Room Rental

Advertising $ 300.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 200.00 |Informational Packets for Students
Program Total: $ 680.00

Narrative:

MPIRG will bring together students from the U of M and other campuses in the Twin Cities metro area
to discuss campus sustainability initiatives. This discussion will focus on energy, transportation,
waste management, and food service. Food and beverages will be provided to those who attend.
MPIRG will promote the event through class and student organization announcements, posters, print
ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |U of M Campus Sustainability Forum

Food $ 422.00

Room Rental $ 250.00

Advertising $ 250.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 356.00 |Issue Packets for Panelists and Students
Program Total: $1,278.00

Narrative:

"#$%&'(F<=+,3<>/<0*6(-*'1()3,4/(5+66(?,+<E(03E/07/,(*66(32(07/(,/6/=*<0(4*>:;'(6/*.1,'(;47 (*'(
student organizations, student governments, the Office of Sustainability, the Institute on the
Environment, University Dining Services, Facility Management, and Parking and Transportation
G/,=+4/'(03(.+'4;"(07/(H<+=/,"+0@&' (*?+6+0@(03(?/(>3,/(/<=+,3<>/<0*66 @(';'0*+<*?6/I((- 7/(.+'4;"+3<(
will include an extended question and answer period that will allow for student input. A reception will
follow the panel and refreshments will provide.
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PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Energy Policy in Minnesota Forum

Food $ 98.00

Room Rental $ 150.00

Advertising $ 300.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 600.00 |Fact Sheets on Policy and Speaker Honorariums
Program Total: $1,148.00

Narrative:

MPIRG will bring together influential legislators and environmental leaders to discuss the future of
energy in Minnesota. The speakers will discuss upcoming legislation and what it means while offering
students opportunities to get involved. Following the event a reception will be held for students to
interact with the legislators and environmental leaders. Food and beverages will be provided. MPIRG
will promote the event through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads,
flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group
Name of Program |Precinct Caucus Trainings

Food $ 150.00

Room Rental $ -

Advertising $ 200.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $458.00 |Training Materials and Packets
Program Total: $ 808.00

Narrative:

MPIRG will again reach out to both the Minnesota Student Association and Graduate and
Professional Student Assembly to organize precinct caucus trainings for students on campus. With a
curriculum developed by the Minnesota Council of Nonprofits the training gives students a
comprehensive overview of the caucus process, how to introduce resolutions and how to run for
various leadership positions. MPIRG will work with the student governments and relevant campus
departments to promote the trainings on the West Bank, East Bank, and St. Paul Campus. Food and
beverages will be provided to those who participate.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |St. Paul Mayoral Debate

Food $ 145.00

Room Rental $ 151.00

Advertising $ 500.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 200.00 |Fact Sheets on MPIRG and Issues for Candidates and Students
Program Total: $ 996.00

Narrative:

MPIRG will host a debate featuring candidates in the mayoral race for St. Paul. Attendees will learn
information about the candidates and the issues most important in their community. This will also
provide the candidates with an opportunity to make their voices heard among the student population.
MPIRG will also register students to vote and help them find their polling location. A reception
including a meet and greet with the candidates will follow the debate. Food and beverages will be
provided. MPIRG will work to cosponsor the event with other social and political organizations and
promote the event through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers,
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PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Higher Education Issue Forum

Food $ 100.00

Room Rental $ 80.00

Advertising $ 150.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 250.00 |Issue Packets and Fact Sheets
Program Total: $ 580.00

Narrative:

The Higher Education task force will hold a forum about the rising cost of tuition and what students
can do on campus and at the state legislature. The forum will bring together student and staff
panelists that have been working on the issue in Minnesota. The forum will also discuss the rising cost
of textbooks and various solutions including book swaps and rental program. Snacks and beverages
will be provided to those who attend. MPIRG will promote the event through class and student
organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010
Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group
Name of Program |Campus Wars

Food $ -
Room Rental $ -
Advertising $ 400.00
Entertainment $1,000
Travel $ -

Other (Specify)

Program Total: $1,400.00

Narrative:
MPIRG will organize this annual event that challenges residence halls to conserve energy for one
month. Each hall has an energy audit at the beginning and end of the month and the hall that
conserves the most energy wins a prize. The U of M is then challenged against other colleges in
Minnesota, nationally, and in Canada and Australia. The event teaches students basic ways that they
can reduce their energy consumption in their daily lives. MPIRG launches an educational campaign
through teach-ins, flyers, posters and tabling in residence halls.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Chemical Policy Reform Panel Discussion

Food $ 75.00

Room Rental $ 75.00

Advertising $ 140.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 300.00 |Fact Sheets and Informational Packets
Program Total: $ 590.00

Narrative:

"#$%&'(F<=+,3<>/<0*6(G;'0*+<*?+6+0@(0*'1(23,4/(5+66(736.(*(:*</6(.+'4;"+3<(/.;4*0+<E('0;./<0'(3<(
toxic chemicals in consumer products. The panelists will also talk about smart products to purchase
and legislation at the state and federal level working to establish broad framework for chemical
regulation. There will also be a discussion about green chemistry and what the University of
Minnesota is doing on this cutting edge front. Food and beverages will be provided to those who
attend. MPIRG will promote the event through class and student organization announcements,
posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.
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PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program | Tour of Nuclear Power Plant

Food

Room Rental

Advertising

Travel

Other (Specify)

$

$

$
Entertainment $ -

$

$

$

Program Total:

Narrative:

Minnesota struggles to identify its energy sources amid the mounting science that fossil fuels are
causing global warming. MPIRG will organize a group of students to tour the nuclear power facility in
Monticello, MN to learn about the possibility of increasing the use of nuclear power. MPIRG will
promote the event to students on campus and other student organizations concerned about the
energy crisis in Minnesota.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Designated Supplier Program Forum

Food $ 24.00

Room Rental

Advertising $ 67.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 300.00 |Fact Sheets and Informational Packets
Program Total: $ 391.00

Narrative:

MPIRG will hold a forum on the Designate Suppliers Program, which would ensure that all University
apparel is sweatshop-free. The forum will host speakers with different perspectives on the issue and
seeks to raise awareness about the issue and incite conversation on campus. MPIRG will publicize
this event by hanging posters and tabling. The event will serve fair trade food and beverages and will
be advertised through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list
serves, and social network sites.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Hunger Banquet
Food $ 500.00
Room Rental $ 400.00
Advertising $ 150.00
Entertainment $ 180.00
Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ -
Program Total: $1,230.00
Narrative:

The Affordable Housing and Homelessness task force will hold a Hunger Banquet to raise money for
a local homeless shelter. Attendees will be divided along class lines, and meals of varying quality will
be given to each class: low, middle, and upper. A speaker with a connection to the issue will address
the crowd, and discussion about hunger and homelessness in Minnesota will ensue. The point of this
event is to raise awareness for the issue while also raising money for a shelter. We will publicize this
event by hanging posters and tabling.
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PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Residence Halls Dump and Run

Food $ -

Room Rental $ -

Advertising $ 500.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 500.00 |Collection Bins for Food and Clothing
Program Total: $1,000.00

Narrative:

MPIRG will provide collection boxes when students are moving out at the end of the semester to
gather unwanted clothes and other items that are still in good condition. MPIRG will then donate these
items to area homeless shelters. We will publicize this event by hanging posters and placing marked
boxes in the residence halls.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group
Name of Program |Homeless Benefit Concert

Food $ -

Room Rental $ -

Advertising $ 453.00

Entertainment $1,000.00

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ -

Program Total: $1,453.00

Narrative:

MPIRG students will organize a series of local musicians to play at a venue focused on raising money
for local homeless relief organizations. The event will accept a financial contribution as well as
nonperishable food items and clothing for entrance. Student and community organizations will be
encouraged to table and educate students on their work and how they can get involved in ending
homelessness in Minnesota. MPIRG will work to cosponsor the event with other social and political
organizations and promote the event through class and student organization announcements,
posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social network sites.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Community Service Opportunity

Food

Room Rental

Advertising

Entertainment

Travel

AR B B R B

Other (Specify)

Program Total: $ 238.00

Narrative:

MPIRG will organize college students to volunteer at local shelters and temporary housing facilities in
the metro area. This bi-weekly event will help educate students on the need for affordable housing in
Minnesota and the devastation homelessness has on families and communities in Minnesota.
MPIRG will work to cosponsor the event with other social and political organizations and promote the
event through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves,
and social network sites.
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PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Campus Kitchen Forum

Food $ 50.00

Room Rental $ 100.00

Advertising $ 246.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 300.00 |Informational Packets
Program Total: $ 696.00

Narrative:

MPIRG students will invite students and staff from the Campus Kitchen Programs at Augsburg
College and the Mankato State University to meet with and educate the University Dining Services on
the benefits of the Campus Kitchen Program and what it would mean for the U of M. MPIRG would
work to recruit a diversity of students from the University to give their input as well. MPIRG will work
to cosponsor the event with other social and political organizations and promote the event through
class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social
network sites.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Campus and Community Food Drive

Food

Room Rental

Advertising

Entertainment

Travel
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Other (Specify)

Program Total: $ 497.00

Narrative:

MPIRG students will organize this service event collecting nonperishable food items on campus by
placing accessible bins around campus for food collection. In addition, MPIRG will reach out to the
community by organizing tables at local grocery stores and collecting food items from the customers.
MPIRG will use this opportunity to educate other students and community members about
homelessness in Minnesota and what they can do to help improve affordable housing in Minnesota.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group
Name of Program |Hunger Clean Up

Food $ 350.00

Room Rentall $ -

Advertising $ 400.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ -

Program Total: $ 750.00

Narrative:

Over a weekend MPIRG will organize dozens of community service opportunities at local housing and
hunger relief organizations for students to participate in. Students will sign up to participate in
advance and work to get pledges of $5, $10, or $20 for each hour they are volunteering from friends,
parents, professors etc. The money will then be donated to a local relief organization that the
students choose. Food and beverages will be provided for the students who participate. MPIRG will
work to cosponsor the event with other social and political organizations and promote the event
through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and
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PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group
Name of Program |Homeless Awareness Sleep Out

Food $ -

Room Rental $ -

Advertising $ 250.00

Entertainment $ 120.00

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ -

Program Total: $ 370.00

Narrative:

MPIRG will organize students to spend a night sleeping outside to get the experience that homeless
people feel every night as well as educate others on their commitment to ending homelessness in
Minnesota. MPIRG will invite speakers from local homeless relief organizations to learn what more
they can do. MPIRG will also invite state legislators to lobby them on the upcoming legislation
working to provide more affordable housing and services for homeless people. MPIRG will promote
the event through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list
serves, and social network sites.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group \

Name of Program |Affordable Housing and Homelessness Lobby Day

Food $ 200.00

Room Rental $ 500.00

Advertising $ -

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 500.00 |Fact Sheets and Information Packets for Legislators
Program Total: $1,200.00

Narrative:
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Coalition for the Homeless to organize a Lobby Day focused on more affordable housing units in the
metro area. Students will gain direct experience in the legislative process, and learn about issues
related to affordable housing and homelessness in Minnesota. MPIRG will work with organizations on
campus and other relevant campus entities to promote the Lobby Day as well as other traditional
promotional tactics.

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Take Back the Night

Food $ 500.00

Room Rentall $ -

Advertising $ 400.00

Entertainment $1,222.00

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 200.00 |Supplies for Signs and Banners for the March
Program Total: $2,322.00

Narrative:

MPRG will organize this annual event dedicated to calling for an end to violence against women and
reclaiming the streets to be safe at night. MPIRG will work with student and community organizations
in the metro area to bring a diversity of speakers and entertainment. The event will educate students
on the issues surrounding violence against women, educate them on service providers for victims of
sexual assault, and act as that inspirational event to keep this great work moving forward. MPIRG will
work to cosponsor the event with other social and political organizations and promote the event
through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and
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PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |St. Paul Campus Vagina Monologues

Food $ -

Room Rental $ 500.00

Advertising $ 500.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 500.00 |$50.00 stipend per actress for each of ten monologues
Program Total: $1,500.00

Narrative:
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awareness about sexual violence against women. Students will perform the monologues to educate
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chosen by the students. Various organizational speakers and decision makers will be invited to
speak. Food and beverages will be provided to the cast and student organizers. MPIRG will work to
cosponsor the event with other social and political organizations and promote the event through class
and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social network

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Minneapolis Campus Vagina Monologues

Food $ -
Room Rental $ 500.00
Advertising $ 500.00
Entertainment $ -
Travel $ -
Other (Specify) $ -
Program Total: $1,000.00
Narrative:
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awareness about sexual violence against women. Students will perform the monologues to educate
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chosen by the students. Various organizational speakers and decision makers will be invited to
speak. Food and beverages will be provided to the cast and student organizers. MPIRG will work to
cosponsor the event with other social and political organizations and promote the event through class
and student organization announcements, posters, print ads, flyers, list serves, and social network

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Minneapolis City Council Debate

Food $ 100.00

Room Rental $ 114.00

Advertising $ -

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 500.00 |Fact Sheets on MPIRG and Issues for Candidates and Students
Program Total: $ 714.00

Narrative:

MPIRG will host a debate featuring candidates in the Minneapolis City Council races. Attendees will
learn information about the candidates and the issues most important in their community. This will
also provide the candidates with an opportunity to make their voices heard among the student
population. MPIRG will work with the political science department to develop prepared question. A
question and answer with the candidates will follow. A reception including a meet and greet with the
candidates will follow the debate. Food and beverages will be provided. MPIRG will work to cosponsor
the event with other social and political organizations and promote the event through class and
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PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Minneapolis Mayoral Debate

Food $ 100.00

Room Rental $ 150.00

Advertising $ -

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $250.00 |Fact Sheets on MPIRG and Issues for Candidates and Students
Program Total: $ 500.00

Narrative:

MPIRG will host a debate featuring candidates in the mayoral race for Minneapolis. Attendees will
learn information about the candidates and the issues most important in their community. This will
also provide the candidates with an opportunity to make their voices heard among the student
population. MPIRG will also register students to vote and help them find their polling location. A
reception including a meet and greet with the candidates will follow the debate. Food and beverages
will be provided. MPIRG will work to cosponsor the event with other social and political organizations
and promote the event through class and student organization announcements, posters, print ads,

PROGRAM BREAKDOWN 2009-2010

Student Org Name |Minnesota Public Interest Research Group

Name of Program |Minnesota Student Organizing Conference

Food $ 250.00

Room Rental $ 500.00

Advertising $ 250.00

Entertainment $ -

Travel $ -

Other (Specify) $ 500.00 |Information Packets and Training Materials
Program Total: $1,500.00

Narrative:
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students from across the state to the University of Minnesota. Students will learn about a variety of
issues related to affordable higher education, democracy, affordable housing, and the environment
through speakers and workshops. Students will also attend skills trainings on working with the media,
event organizing, campaign planning, and meeting with decision makers. In addition, students will
attend regional breakouts to identify areas for collaboration on their work. Food and beverages will be
provided. MPIRG will work to cosponsor the event with other social and political organizations and




